Minutes from the May 27, 2009 Water and Sewer Meeting held at Abbotsford City Hall.

Chairman Morrow called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call: Morrow, Horacek, Voss, LaSee, Mayor Sossaman

Others Present: Natalyn Belanger-Minutes, City Clerk-Jennifer Lopez, Kevin O’Brien-TP Printing, Jon Strand-S.E.H.
Comments from the public: none
Under update from John Strand-S.E.H. on DNR discussion regarding Pilot Study results, Strand wanted to give an update on the Pilot study results.  S.E.H. met with Larry Landsness from the DNR, to discuss how the Pilot program has developed over this past year and the results of the Pilot.  They also discussed the pharmaceutical values.  Marshfield Clinic tested the viruses and the State Lab of Hygiene tested pharmaceuticals.  They talked about Cryptosporidium and Giardia which is tested from the raw water source not from the treated side, this was to help categorize the received water from Elm Brook.  There are four bins that the results could fall into.  Bin four being the most challenging water, was expected after testing the samples for the Cryptosporidium and Giardia; however, the results fell in category/bin number two.  Pharmaceuticals were discussed and it was determined that the DNR and EPA are a long way from setting a standard or regulation.  The DNR also explained that they wouldn’t know if these pharmaceuticals would even impact health and if they did, on what level would it impact someone’s health.  Then they would have to promulgate a standard.  It’s estimated we are roughly 15 years away from a pharmaceutical standard. There is an Australian standard for pharmaceuticals but EPA won’t validate someone else’s standard until they do their own research.  Larry Landness did have comments on the plant operations. He noted that the ultra filtration process is operating well.  The DNR would like the City to push sand filtration harder to get better results on the turbidity.  The City starting this week has been focusing on that to show DNR we can push the sand filters harder. Strand stated that they would like to end the pilot in the very near future.  Lasee mentioned the he and Strand spoke about the sand filtration and backwash system of water coming into pilot. They talked about how the Pilot Plant is a smaller scale to what the actual full capacity Plant will be capable of. It was stated that some of the minor problems may work themselves out once we go to the full capacity facility.  Sue asked if they were going to do the virus test without the chlorine for 24 hours.  Strand stated that yes Marshfield clinic wanted us to turn off the chlorine to get the raw water untreated for a clearer testing of viruses.  On the first round of testing the results showed no viruses.  On the second round, which Jon received this week, it showed under a 100 genomic copies per liter in the raw water. In the treated water they measured 0.11.  Strand explained that Marshfield still needs to run the second portion of the testing where they try growing the viruses in a culture to see if they are dead or alive. Marshfield will test the viruses before the treatment process and after to insure the process is running properly.  Voss questioned how long we would have to push the sand filtration and will it prolong the study.  Strand explained that yes it will change the timing.  It started two weeks ago and will be going until an estimated time of the middle to end of June.  Voss asked where Abbyland’s discharge will come out when they build their new plant.  Strand stated that Abbyland doesn’t have drawn out plans yet, but most likely they would be upstream from us.  Voss wanted it clarified if that means before or after the plant.  Strand explained that it would be before the plant.  Voss also asked if it would ever need to be piped below us.  Morrow said he talked to Jerry Doriott and that depending on what the DNR says they may have to pipe below us.  Strand explained that Abbyland will now be held to a much higher standard by the DNR for having their reuse plant.  
Under discuss/approve proceeding with submission of EDA grant application, Strand explained when they met with the DNR about the Pilot study one of the questions that arose was, what kind of approval the DNR will provide with the Pilot study.  Larry Landsness explained that they review and approve the concept plans and review and approve the specifications to provide feedback.  He went on to explain that the pilot is just a review or checklist not an approval.  The City was originally holding off until the pilot was shut down, but now with the DNR telling us we are in the timing to apply for it now, the City should send the application to EDA.  This wouldn’t obligate the City to do the project it is part of the steps in the process to get the funding.  Everything has to be there and lined up before you can submit the grant. Lopez explained that this funding is the one that expects us to own more land in the industrial park.  Motion Morrow/Voss to approve proceeding with the EDA grant application and recommend to the council.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Under discuss/approve continuing working with agencies toward obtaining funding package for the Water Reuse project. (USDA, EDA, EPA, etc.), Strand pointed out that a project with this magnitude requires working with many agencies. Strand doesn’t see how it could be done without working together with all of these agencies and even more than what are listed.  It is his recommendation to the council to utilize these instruments of funding. Motion Morrow/ Horacek to approve funding package for the Water Reuse project and recommend to council.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Under discuss/approve affirmation of S.E.H. as our primary engineer for the Water Treatment Project, Morrow talked to Davy engineering and they stated the concept is talked about and there is no water in the surrounding area.  They explained to Morrow that having 15 wells is on the extreme side.  He agreed that the Reuse project is going to catch on and will have to be done in many municipalities within the years.  Morrow also talked to Mike Voss from MSA, who works with the City of Colby, he told Bob the same thing that Davy had stated.  Everyone will end up designing their own reuse plant. Sooner or later everyone will get on the reuse band wagon it is just a matter of time. Motion Voss/Horacek to approve affirmation of S.E.H. as our primary engineer for the Water Treatment Plant.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve water conservation Resolution; DPW Beil made a packet from the License and Building committee following procedures of what the City of Marshfield had in their City Ordinances for water conservation.  It was mentioned that the City should make an ordinance or resolution to take action if a well went down.  It was decided to play it by ear and see how things go.  Lopez announced that we belong to water sense program through the EPA, which has many ideas about water conservation and tips.  Lopez recently has updated the City’s website which has information about the water and tips on how to conserve plus any helpful information on water in general.  Lopez also talked about a possible rebate program from Kohler. The idea of an automatic radio read was brought up along with the concept of reading the water meters monthly instead of quarterly.  This read would allow instant access to any meter read information, which would help the City along with residents to find leaks early on.  The estimated cost for the radio read is $100,000. Morrow would like to make a recommendation to the council for the resolution. 
Under other considerations, there were none.
Motion Morrow/Voss to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. Motion carried without negative vote.

