
Minutes from the Abbotsford City Council meeting held August 4, 2008 at the Abbotsford City Hall.  
Mayor Raatz called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
 Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, and Sossaman.  
Kattre – absent.  
Others present:  Lopez, Beil, Dean & Brenda Wiese, Jon Austin, Jim Jakel, Reed Welsh, Jenny Jakel, Karen Eckert – Tribune Phonograph, Galen Kulas, Sherry Leu, and Don and Jane Medenwaldt.  

Under Comments by the Public, Sossaman stated that she heard that the chip sealing was scheduled to be done on the Sportsman’s Addition.  Sossaman questioned who made that decision.  Several prior meetings were cited and Sossaman felt there was opposition on completing this project; therefore was surprised to hear it was now scheduled without council approval.  DPW Beil stated that this was looked at during several committee meetings. There was a change in projects as during budget time it was anticipated that the City would reconstruct Fifth Street in 2008.  Due to the timing and the reconstruction of Hwy 13, the City chooses to postpone the Fifth Street project and redirected the public works budget funds towards the Chip Sealing project.  DPW Beil requested advice from the Council as the chip sealing is now scheduled.  The shaping of the streets has already been accomplished.  The total project is about $30,000.  Sossaman stated that according to City Ordinance decisions of this size could not be made by one or two people; they must come before the Council for a vote.  Sossaman stated the Council did not approve a bid for chip sealing.  It was stated that chip sealing was maintenance type expenditure and it was not necessary for the public bid process.  Sossaman felt that since there were objections this should have came to council for a vote.  Mayor Raatz apologized for the apparent procedural error.  It was questioned how the chip seal will hold up with heavy truck use; as there is currently a new home going up.  Beil stated that if he cancels the scheduled date at this point there is no guarantee when the company will be back in town.  The Mayor stated that the project will continue and we will look further into the procedural methods.
Motion Morrow/Voss to waive the reading and approve the minutes from the Council held July 7, 2008.
Under Mayoral Comments, Mayor Raatz presented the award letter from Wisconsin Department of Commerce – CDBG Grant.  The City applies for $750,000 and was awarded $345,500 towards the West Well Field project.  
Mayor Raatz explained that an agreement with the Abbotsford High School regarding Easements/Wells was entered.  Morrow explained that the City needed three 100’ x 100’ pieces of properties on the school land.  It was determined the cost exchange was an equal trade.  Reed Welsh commented that this was a great example of the community working together.  
Considerations before the Council

Under discuss/approve Resolution 2008-07 – Recycling Grant Responsible Unit Authorization, Voss/Kilty to approve as stated.  It was stated that this gives the authority to the City Clerk position versus and individual; therefore the resolution should be timeless.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve Street Use Permit – Corral Bar First Street, it was stated that only can beer will be served.  The same regulations will apply with clean up and insurance as in the past.  Motion Albrecht/L. Raatz to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve Street Use Permit – First City Days - Hemlock, motion Voss/Albrecht to approve as requested.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve proceeding with Rate Case Review with the Public Service Commission; Lopez explained that by having a rate case at this time it will give a definite cut off of point between the existing costs of the water treatment and the future costs.  The last full rate case was in 2003 and the last simplified rate case was in 2007.  Lopez explained the Public Service Commission dictates the water rates of the City of Abbotsford and allows only for a 6% rate of return.  If the Water Department is unable to adequately cover their expenses a rate case can be required by the PSC.  The City’s goal is typically to keep up with inflation rather than to fall behind in the rate structure.  Motion Morrow/Voss to approve proceeding with the rate case review.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Committee Reports

Licenses and Building was presented by Beil.
Building permits:


Rick & Sue Sossaman – 204 W Linden St

Replace flooring/counters

$  4,000
Judy Kalepp – 507 W Hemlock St

New furnace/AC


$  5,000

William Beil – 204 Hickory St


Roofing



$  2,000

Paul Nikolay – 111 N First St


Replace windows/doors

$ 15,000

Glen Rachu – 209 S First Ave


Roofing 



$  3,000

Bruce Klieforth – 301 Cedar St


Roofing



$  7,500

St. Bernard’s Church – 101 W Cedar

Eves & Sanctuary const

$  3,000

Jack Nikolay – 209 Fifth Ave


Repair garage floor

$  3,500

McDonalds




Coffee cell


$35,000

Rodney Shunk – 206 Swampbuck Drive

New House


$125,000

Under discuss/approve codification updates, it was stated the updates have not been received at this time.  
Under discuss/approve Operator’s License, motion Morrow/Voss to approve the following licenses as stated:   

Original - Ken Clark – County Market.  

Renewal – Bryan Pfalzgraf – Corral Bar
Original – Brenda Clark – Duke’s Bowl



Motion carried without negative vote.  

Library Board was presented by L. Raatz.  
The Children’s Performer, whom did an excellent job, was in lieu of the monthly meeting.  
Police Commission was presented by Voss.
Motion Voss/Kilty to approve the police bills in amount of $12,131.56. Motion carried without negative vote.  
Finance and Personnel was presented by Voss.
Under discuss/approve hiring Natalyn Belanger for the position of Deputy Clerk/Treasurer effective 8/4/2008, motion Voss/Horacek to hire as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve monthly gas stipend for DPW Beil, it was stated that Beil drives on average 35 miles per week.  It was discussed to allow a tank of gas per month to Beil although it was questioned that each vehicle receives different gas mileage.  Motion Voss/Kilty to approve 10 gallons of gas per month for DPW Beil to be purchased at the gas station per the rotation schedule that is established for the Public Works Department.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Public Works was presented by Horacek.
Under discuss/approve increasing the park rental fees to the following:

Red Arrow Park
$50 rental   $75 security deposit

Shortner Park
$75 rental    $75 security deposit

Motion, Horacek/Kilty to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve proceeding with the legal requirement for the abandoning of Radke Street, motion Morrow/Voss to proceed as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.    

Room Tax Commission was presented by Beil.
The next meeting is August 18, 2008.  The second quarter revenues came in at $7,397.89 for a total of $14,882.47.  
Board of Review was presented by Kilty.
It was explained that the City is working with Randy LaGrander on an erroneous tax on the Abbotsford Specialties building from 2007.  
United Communities of Clark County was presented by Mayor Raatz. 
Minutes from July 23, 2008 were presented.  
Chamber of Commerce was presented by Lopez. 
First City Days is scheduled for this weekend.  It was requested to have the Hemlock Street swept for the event.  There is an increase in the Hispanic participation this year.  
DPW Report was presented by Beil.
The landfill area is now open as the Public Works Department is still cleaning up from the last storm.  Beil stated there was 81 hours allocated to chipping this last week.  American Asphalt is here this week.  The Hwy 13 project is about 7 – 10 days ahead of scheduled.  The DOT has agreed to add two inches of blacktop to Hwy 13 between Abbotsford and Colby to temporarily fix the road until the scheduled construction can be completed in 2010.  

Clerk/Treasurer’s Report was presented by Lopez.
Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Motion Morrow/Horacek to approve the bills as stated in the amount of $169,377.97.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Additional committee meetings were set.  

The Mayor requested having each Department work on their budgets.  

Motion Morrow/Kilty to adjourn.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

