
Minutes from the Abbotsford City Council meeting held November 3, 2008 at the Abbotsford City Hall.  

Mayor Raatz called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. for the 2009 Budget.  There were no comments presented.  The Public Hearing was closed.    
Mayor Raatz called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.
Others present:  Clerk Lopez, DPW Beil, Jon Strand – S.E.H., Kevin O’Brien – TP Printing, Jack Nikolay, Carol O’Leary, Jenny Jakel, Jane Medenwaldt, Jon Austin, Galen Kulas, Jim Schiferl, and other interested members of the public.  
There were no comments by the public.  
Mayor Raatz encouraged the public to vote at the Presidential election being held Tuesday, November 4, 2008.  The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
Minutes from the Council held October 6, 8, and 14, 2008 were presented.  Motion Kattre/Kilty to approve the minutes with changing page 3 to read Orange County, California.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Mayoral Comments

Mayor Raatz informed the council of the Hwy 13 Opening Ceremony that was held October 27, 2008.  Although there was snow, wind and cold, the event was a success.  Channel 9 attended and the event was televised.  Construction barrels were burned.  The highway construction went well and is now completed.  Many comments have been heard on how nice and wide the four corners are.  
The City participated in a DNR Enforcement Hearing on October 21 & 28, 2008 – Beil summarized the information from the hearing.  After discussing the issues with the DNR, there are 3 areas of concerns.  The copper issue is a city wide problem; not a direct result of Abbyland.  The chloride issue is an industry specific problem, and phosphorus is a dual issue between the City and the industry.  A meeting with Abbyland is scheduled for this week.  The City’s goal is to get back into compliance as soon as possible.  
Kilty questioned if penalties and fines were discussed.  It was stated that this could be turned over to the Dept of Justice for enforcement and penalties can be up to $10,000 per day.  Long term a new wastewater treatment plant will be necessary.  There is not capacity available for future.  Sossaman questioned if the City is being fined.  At this time the City has not been fined.  

Kramer stated that his concern is how the City is going to handle the fines.  It was stated that there is a contract in place on the Waste Water violations.  The water side is where we are with only a verbal agreement, approved by the Council.  Legally the City is still pursuing the Waste Water fines.  Abbyland has paid their water and sewer bill quarterly.  The fines are due to exceeding their allowed capacity.  

Under meeting with the USDA – Rural Development (Federal level) on October 30, 2008, Mayor Raatz stated this meeting was to review the financial aspects of the reuse project.  Strand stated that he, Lopez, and Raatz met with USDA members from around the United States.  USDA was interested in what measures the City has taken to inform the public in this process.  The Power Point presentation that Strand prepared was displayed.  Specific questions were asked about the project.  USDA is comfortable that there is not an issue on the payback of the loan based upon their margins.  USDA stated that they would not have an additional 10 million dollars to fund the pipeline approach.  USDA informed the City that there is discussion on a supplemental income bill and it is possible that Rural Development may get a portion.  USDA is waiting for the DNR concept approval; at that point the proposal to the City will be presented.  
Considerations before the Council
Under discuss/approve 2009 Budget, motion Morrow/Kilty.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve proceeding with rerouting the water meter system at Abbyland Foods to provide one main meter for billing of the facility versus 4 internal meters, it was stated that this discussion came out of the Rural Development meeting.  Strand explained that at this time there is four different entry points of City Main into Abbyland.  It was explained that at this time it is difficult to take frequent meter readings as the meters must be read inside the plant.  Motion Voss/Kattre to approve rerouting the water meter system at Abbyland Foods to have only one outside meter to register the water.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve creating infrastructure design specifications for components of the Industrial Park water treatment system; Mayor Raatz stated that this is a result of Rural Development meeting.  To be in a position to accept incentive/stimulus funds in January the City must have plans in place for capital improvements.  This component of the water reuse system will be necessary regardless of what solution is selected.  Sossaman questioned how this will work if we do not have DNR approval for the solution.   It was stated that this component of the project will receive DNR approval.  Approval will be received prior to construction.  This approval will get the project plans/specifications prepared.  At that point, DNR approval will be requested.  Motion Voss/Morrow to approve creating infrastructure design specifications for components of the Industrial Park water treatment system.   Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve Resolution 2008-13 in Appreciation to the Nikolay Family for life-long dedication to the City of Abbotsford, Mayor Raatz read the Resolution in its entirety.  
Nikolay thanked the City Council, but stated that charity needs no public affirmation.  Nikolay stated that he is not pleased with the delays in closing the Lester Eby land sale.  
Nikolay questioned the fee of $75 for the Shortner park rental, he felt the City could cut in other places rather than increase the fee, as the park has not cost the City any money.  Nikolay suggested at least reducing the price to the same price as Red Arrow Shelter ($50).  Mayor Raatz stated that he will review the fee schedule, and if it is affecting the amount of time the shelter is rented, it could be reduced. 

Committee Reports

Licenses and Building was presented by Beil.
Building permits were presented:


	Barry
	Fetting
	210 W Spruce St
	Shingle Roof
	
	$8,000.00

	Ted & Nancy
	Siewert
	204 W Elm Street
	Driveway
	
	$3,000.00

	Caroline
	Colby
	406 E Birch St
	Window put in  Chimney taken out
	
	$1,500.00


There was no new information regarding the codification.

DPW Beil stated that he will hold a meeting in November to address the untidy properties.
Library Board was presented by L. Raatz.
Minutes from the October 6, 2008 meeting were presented; there were no comments or questions.
Police Commission was presented by Voss.
Police Minutes from October 8 &13, 2008 were presented.  It was stated that Chairman Lange has done an excellent job with Union negotiations and they hope to be done soon.
Motion Voss/Morrow to pay Police bills in amount of $11,802.58.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Finance and Personnel was presented by Voss.
Minutes from October 28, 2 2008 were presented.  
It was stated that CPA, Jack Vig did an excellent job on the audit presentation.  His services saved the City $13,000.  

Under discuss/approve advertising for a Request for Proposal for City Attorney services, motion Voss/Kilty to advertise in League of WI Municipalities and to select local firms. Motion carried without negative vote.  

Water & Sewer was presented by Morrow.
Minutes from October 21, 2008 were presented.  
The Enforcement Conference Summary was presented.  
Room Tax Commission was presented by Beil.
Minutes from October 20, 2008 were presented.  
Beil stated the Commission has been trying to promote tourism for the last eleven months.   Attorney Freeburg presented a letter to the Council stating that the council has 2 options either acts as a committee or contract with a non-profit tourism agency.  Beil stated he was not aware of these regulations and this could be a current change to the statute.  Beil stated that he is not                        sure how to proceed as this is only one lawyer’s opinion.  It was suggested to table this issue until further information could be obtained.  Morrow questioned how much money is available to be granted to the community as at $50 per meeting he felt the committee was taking away from the available funds.  Morrow thought this should be a volunteer group; Voss stated she thought the monies were for betterment of Abbotsford and the original set of guidelines approved by the council says the meetings would be four times per year, but the committee is meeting monthly.  O’Leary questioned if all members are being paid, and stated that she thought this was a volunteer group.  It was stated that the City Council approved paying this committee at the October Council meeting. Sossaman stated that it was felt to streamline the process it was positive to keep the Commission separate from the Council.  It was stated that this issue will be reviewed next month at the Council.  
Under discuss/approve developing a shuttle service for City events; Beil stated that this was a unanimous request from the committee.  At this time the committee is trying to getting a concept approved.  This would only be for functions within Abbotsford.  Kramer stated that he offers to deliver to groceries; but has found in today’s mobile society, there is not much of a need.  At this time there are only three people utilizing this service.  Beil stated that this came from statistical information from a hotel owner.  Mayor Raatz suggested tabling this issue.  Sossaman stated that this money is coming from the hotels and the committee was only trying to work with the hotel owners.  

Kramer stated that he spoke with Sue Emmirch from the Medford Chamber of Commerce; she has Council guidelines to work within.  As the appointed person, Emmirch has the initial authority to say yes or no to applications.  If yes, Emmirch goes to the Council with the request for approval.  Prior to Council presentation, Emmirch speaks to the Commission owners individually.  No meeting is involved.  Kramer felt this is a simple concept that works well for Medford.    
Under discuss/approve having disbursement of funds take place only after Commission approval of the event and presentation of paid bills to the Commission after the event, Sossaman stated that this is how Medford handles their requests.  Lopez stated that from the perspective of someone who has been involved with first time events, it is sometimes difficult to fund projects with no upfront funds.  Several times the first time projects have to be funded out of the pockets of individuals; this limits the potential of events.  Motion Sossaman/Kattre to approve disbursing funds only after presentation of paid bills to the Commission after the event.  Motion carried 7:1 (Morrow) Morrow questioned if the commission would handle the check book.   It was stated that all disbursements would run through the City Hall.    
Under discuss/approve having the Room Tax Commission be a separate, independent authority from the City Council in accordance with State Statute 66.0615, it was stated this issue is tabled.  The next Room Tax Committee meeting will be November 17, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. at Abbotsford City Hall. 

Public Works was presented by Morrow.



Under discuss/approve purchase of Line Painter from Sherwin Williams in the amount of   $4,250.00, Voss questioned how many lines.  Beil stated that if you look at the curb and cross walks.  On Business 29 the scope is much larger and the employees need a machine to keep a straight line.  Last time we paid for this service the cost was approximately $3,200.  The lines were last painted in 2004/2005.  The life of the lines depends on the amount of snow cover.  This is an attachment to the existing machine.  Presently in equipment fund we have $19,585 in budget.  Motion Morrow/Horacek to approve the purchase of a line painter.  Motion carried without negative vote.
There were no minutes to present at this time from the United Communities of Clark County.  
Joint Review Board was presented by Mayor Raatz.
The minutes from October 28, 2008 presented along with Resolution 2008-12.  The Joint Review Board has now approved TIF district #5.  
Chamber of Commerce was presented by Lopez.  
Minutes from October 15, 2008 were presented.  
DPW Report was presented by Beil.
There were no updates on the Untidy Properties.  
Beil stated that the City is picking up leaves through this week and is also working on chipping.  The landfill gate will be open one further week.  There have been some reported issues of junk being left at the landfill.  
Clerk/Treasurer’s Report was presented by Lopez.  
Lopez stated that she attended the 25th Celebration of the TuMarx’s Printing.  A tour was given and the business is very impressive.  

Treasurer’s Report was presented.  
Under discuss/approve October bills, motion Morrow/Kattre to approve the October bills in amount of $162,005.42.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Additional committee meetings were set.  It was stated that the Clerk’s office will be

 closed on November 28, 2008.  
Motion Voss/Kilty to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Mayor Michael Raatz
Minutes by Jennifer Lopez, City Clerk

