Minutes from the Abbotsford City Council Re-Organization meeting held April 21, 2009 at the Abbotsford City Hall.
Mayor Sossaman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call:  Mayor Sossaman, Voss, Horacek, LaSee, Kilty, Morrow, Raatz, and Kattre.
Others present:  Clerk Lopez, DPW Beil, and several other interested members of the community.

Under Comments by the public, Mayor Sossaman explained that she wishes to run the meetings according to Roberts Rules of Order and would like anyone who has a comment on any item of the agenda to let it be known during this time.  The goal is to limit the agenda item discussion to council discussion only.  
John Mueller, a member of the public stated that he saw the advertisement in the newspaper for the Ward 2 Alderman position and would like to let the Council know that he is interested in the position.  

Kurt Kalepp, a member of the public, stated that he would like to have discussion regarding the approval of Ordinance number 2009-1.  Mayor Sossaman stated that he will be allowed to talk at that time.

Under Mayoral comments, Mayor Sossaman welcomed Ryan LaSee to the Ward 2 Alderman position.  Sossaman explained that there was confusion in the filling of the vacancy of the Ward 2 position.  She was not aware that the ad was placed to fill the position tonight.  She has requested that this be handled at the May council meeting.  The position will again be advertised for the next two weeks.  It was stated others interested in the position are Tom Archambo and Joanna Mediger.  
Mayor Sossaman stated that her goals as Mayor are to encourage public participation and encourage more participation from the aldermen during the meetings.  It was stated that she would like to spend more time on discussion during the meetings.  It was noted that the Resolutions for the meeting this evening were presented on the table and Sossaman is hoping that the amount of material presented on the table will be reduced.  Her goal is to have all information in the alderman’s hands with the packet prior to the meeting.  Sossaman stated she wishes to have the full council make all decisions for the City, as she feels that the aldermen have an obligation to inform their constituents of the actions in front of the council.  Sossaman stressed that all Aldermen, regardless of title are equal.  
Under Nomination of Council President, Nomination by Kilty/Kattre to nominate Morrow as Council President.  Voss closed the nominations.  Unanimous voice ballot was cast for Morrow.  Morrow will be the 2009-2010 Council President.
Under Discuss/approve Committee Appointments, Mayor Sossaman distributed copies of the new appointments. Mayor Sossaman stated that when preparing the appointments, her goal was to keep the committees fair and equitable and also to have representation from each ward on every committee.  Mayor Sossaman explained that there was no Chairman stated on the presented committees.  She stated that after the appointments were approved, she would then announce the Chairmen.  Motion Morrow/Voss to not approve the Mayor’s appointments.  Conversation was held regarding the Chairmen.  Morrow rescinded his original motion with the discussion to privately meet with the Mayor in the Clerk’s Office to discuss options.  
LaSee stated that part of the reason he ran was due to his interest in the Public Works and Water and Sewer issues, and he requested being placed on the Public Works committee.

Motion Morrow/Horacek to approve the new 2009-2010 Committee appointments with the listed Chairmen as presented.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve Resolution 2009-1 a Preliminary Resolution of intent of Special Assessment Charges for Curb and Gutter for West Hemlock Street, resident Kurt Kalepp presented a letter to the Council that he received about one year ago from DPW Beil discussing a water drainage issue on the property in question.  The letter stated that curb and gutter would not be provided until the property owners made a request.  Beil clarified that when the letter was written the Hemlock Street project was not a planned.  
Kalepp questioned if there was a difference between commercial and residential when curb and gutter goes in, as he recalls that Decorator Industries received curb and gutter in 2006 and there was no special assessment process.  Beil stated that he will have to further investigate the situation and will have the information available at the public hearing.

Motion Morrow/Horacek to approve Resolution 2009-1 a preliminary Resolution of intent of Special Assessment Charges for Curb and Gutter for West Hemlock Street.  Motion carried without negative vote.

Voss requested Beil to place dates on his correspondence in the future.

Under Discuss/approve Resolution 2009-2 Authorization for the Safe Water Drinking Loan designated representative, Mayor Sossaman stated that the deadline for this grant/loan application is April 30th.  There is a potential to receive 50/50 grant funding up to 1.9 million dollars.  The presented Resolution must be included in the application.  Motion Morrow/Voss to approve Resolution 2009-2 Authorization for the Safe Water Drinking Loan with the designated representative to be the Clerk/Treasurer.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve proceeding with crushing blacktop/concrete with paying half now and half in 2010, it was stated that Melvin has his crushing equipment  contracted out during the time frame that the City is in need of the services, so he opted out of bidding at this time.  Mr. Melvin would like to have the opportunity to bid in the future.  Motion Kattre/Horacek to approve hiring Paul Bugar with paying ½ now and ½ in 2010.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
There were no additional committee meetings set.

Motion Kattre/Kilty to adjourn at 7:33 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.

