Minutes from the Water and Sewer meeting

held Wednesday, February 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abbotsford City Hall

Chairman Morrow called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

Roll call: Chairman Morrow, Horacek, Voss, Albrecht
Others present: Natalyn Belanger-Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, DPW-Bill Beil, John Strand- City Engineer, Kevin O’Brien-TP Printing, Todd Medenwaldt-Water Department and Sue Sossaman
Comments from the public: Sue Sossaman asked that the City please consider contacting Haupt Well Drilling.  She stated that she spoke with him not as a councilperson, but as a concerned citizen.  He expressed his willingness to assist the City by looking at our test sites and would present his advice free of charge.  Sossaman stated that she knew this would not be enough to supply the City with what is needed, but that every little bit helps.  The idea of calling Haupt well drillers was discussed but no decisions were made.  
Under water Pilot/DNR update, Jon Strand presented a power point presentation (enclosed) to explain the City wells safe yield.  Jon Strand reiterated the alternative options we have to finding water which are; purchasing water wholesale from an adjacent water system-pipeline, ground water, and surface water-elm brook WTP.  He also went over the engineering report from the WDNR concept review meeting (enclosure). 
Under water conservation policies and procedures, the conservation program utilizes statewide initiatives as the framework.  The City would benefit from implementing practices from other communities and programs and developing strategies based on the type of use.  Abbotsford could start with water conservation education with outreach school programs, the news paper, word of mouth, water bill inserts and water use accountability or water audits.  There are numerous ways of saving water in each household through water saving hardware like; high efficiencies toilets and washing machines.  
Under wastewater, review facility plan, Morrow acknowledged that we need a new wastewater plant.  The state of Wisconsin is directing Abbotsford to consider three ideas for the City’s water issue.  The City could build a new plant, Abbyland could build a new plant that would take care of their treatment system, or lastly, Abbotsford could unite with another municipal system to build a combined plant.  The City will have to share this information with Abbyland to get an idea of where they stand and what they want to do.  Beil and Andy Alexander looked at the facility study and it will be 8-10 weeks before it is finished and it depends on how the information is shared.  Voss inquired how far we are on the facility study.  Beil said about another 30 to 40 days more than what he had originally thought, because of the specific directives of the DNR.  Voss also wanted to know the cost projection.  Beil explained that it was roughly $40,000 to $50,000.  
Motion Morrow/Voss to adjourn at 8:12 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.
