Minutes from the Water and Sewer meeting

held Wednesday, November 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abbotsford City Hall

Chairman Morrow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call: Chairman Morrow, Horacek, Voss, Albrecht-absent
Others present: Natalyn Belanger-Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, DPW-Bill Beil, Kilty, and Kevin O’Brien-TP Printing
There were no comments from the public.
Under Review the City of Abbotsford and Abbyland’s water and waste water issues, Morrow pointed out that the public is misinformed about Abbyland, believing that Abbyland has fines.  Abbyland has violations which are surcharges not fines (enclosure).  Abbyland is above their capacity agreement that they have with the City of Abbotsford.  Abbyland has hired MSB Corporation to assist in recycling their wastewater, which would benefit both water and wastewater utilities (enclosure). One being water re-use and the other grease separation and collection. Morrow explained that if Abbyland goes through with building a Wastewater Treatment System it will take four to five weeks for the preliminary engineering, then phase one will be about six weeks.  Morrow hopes Abbyland keeps going and uses MSB Corporation and their ideas to continue resolving the water and wastewater issues.  Voss inquired about the building plans and asked if the City would still build a new Sewer Plant.  Morrow confirmed that as of now there are no plans drawn up for the plant.  Beil acknowledged that even if Abbyland has their own Waste Water Treatment Plant or has system upgrades, we would still need to keep our plans of finding water by recycling.  The issue is that we are running at maximum capacity with all our utilities.  Beil explained the industrial user charge system, which is one of the ordinances for the City of Abbotsford (enclosure).  The user charge needs to be updated and expanded, but we can’t do that until we hire a new attorney.  Beil feels that we need to get the user charge updated soon, because Michaels foods will be expanding similar to Abbyland and we want to be prepared.    Horacek wanted to know if we would get rid of the Wastewater Plant that we currently have.  Beil clarified that the City doesn’t know if we can tie the new portion into the old Wastewater Treatment building or if we will have to start over completely with a new building and system.  Voss wanted to know how soon the City plans on going through with the design of the new Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Beil explained that the info should come back to us the last week of November at the latest.  The City needs to have the information from Michael Foods before we can decide how large to build and which system to use.  The City already met with Abbyland to address the three issues and the solutions they have with copper overages, phosphorous and chlorides.  This was addressed at the last water and sewer meeting. The chlorides are being tested this month and we will see if Abbyland took the steps to solve this problem.  Voss described that her understanding is that for copper we need to adjust the PH to an eight.  The City’s limit is six to nine.   Beil confirmed that he directed John Strand to start on that level of testing last Wednesday, November 5, 2008.  Horacek expressed concern about possibly putting some kind of warning in the paper for the citizens about the phosphorous problem.  Beil stated that we won’t be able to tell who, where and when certain laundry detergents are phosphorous free and if they are going into the sewer.  It largely comes from whatever cleaning agent you are using.  Beil will start going around to the industries to ask what they are using because we do have a phosphorous problem.  Morrow stated that the City needs to present this issue to the public in the right way.  
Motion Morrow/Horacek to adjourn at 7:36pm.  Motion carried without negative vote.

