Minutes from the Water and Sewer meeting

held Tuesday, October 21, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abbotsford City Hall

Chairman Morrow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call: Chairman Morrow, Horacek, Voss, Albrecht
Others Present: Natalyn Belanger-Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, DPW-Beil, John Strand- City Engineer, Kevin O’Brien-TP Printing, and Sossaman
There were no comments from the public.
Under review DNR enforcement letter, Beil summarized the letter and explained that the DNR addressed three areas in their letter, chloride, cooper and phosphorous.  The DNR would like the City to run on a 75 to 80% capacity level to allow some cushion.  The Waste Water DNR representative for the City, Eric Donaldson, recommended a meeting to listen to both sides explain what actions are being taken to remedy the situation between the City of Abbotsford and Abbyland.  Sossaman questioned if we charge Abbyland for the fines does that cover the amounts for the forfeitures, and is there any excess.  Beil replied that as far as he knows, it does cover the amounts, he is not sure if there is excess.  John Strand stated that we are charging Abbyland at a higher rate, but the charges would not cover the forfeitures.  Beil acknowledged that the end of the DNR letter states, if we are not successful this matter could be turned over to the Justice Department.  Then it would be in the legal system and right now it’s in the Wisconsin DNR Administration system.  Sossaman questioned if the Abbyland charges would be enough to cover the fines? Beil replied that the Justice Department would fine Abbyland, not the City.  John Strand explained that technically, they would fine the City and then the City would pass it onto Abbyland. John Strand also added that we are trying to stay away from this situation of going to the Justice Department. The City and Abbyland will jointly attend this enforcement conference and mutually work with the DNR on the solutions.  Horacek questioned why we can’t shut their water valve off if Abbyland has such a large amount in fines already.  Beil replied that we don’t have the legal right to do that.  Sossaman wanted to know how this affects the sewer moratorium, and where are we at.  Beil replied if Abbyland continues to exceed their levels it will result in a moratorium.  Sossaman also asked how the moratorium will affect the new TIF district creation.  Biel explained that if we are under a sewer moratorium that we cannot extend any new main.  
Under review update on pilot program, John Strand spoke about the reservoir and that it has been excavated.  Now we are waiting on the pump and then the pond will be filled. The Pilot intake point will be at Elm Brook.  This pond system will help improve the water quality before it gets to the treatment process.  
Under review Abbyland water and waster water issues, the meeting with Abbyland was held on October 21, 2008, at 4p.m. It was stated that Harland Schrafunagel, the owner of Abbyland, attended the meeting along with the attorneys.  Morrow feels Abbyland has made some progress.  John Strand talked about the pre- treatment system.  The DNR looked at the pre-treatment system and it went through their formal approval process.  Beil read (from enclosure) that the department is conditionally approving plans for the waste water treatment system to serve Abbyland Foods in Abbotsford, Wisconsin.  The proposed pre-treatment process will be a physical, chemical pre-treatment system, which will provide neutralization, PH, equalization of hydraulic and biological loadings and removal of total suspended solids, floats, oils, greases, etc.  
Motion Morrow/Horacek to adjourn at 7:26pm.  Motion carried without negative vote.
