Minutes from the Water and Sewer meeting

held Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abbotsford City Hall

Chairman Morrow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call: Chairman Morrow, Horacek, Voss, LaSee
Others present: Natalyn Belanger-Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Jennifer Lopez- City Clerk, DPW-Bill Beil, John Strand- City Engineer, Mayor Sossaman, Alderperson Merlin Kilty, Kevin O’Brien-TP Printing, Todd Medenwaldt-Water Operator
There were no comments from the public.

Under speaker from Brunner Well Drilling, LaSee invited Jesse Brunner to come to the meeting to help bring understanding to unanswered questions.  Brunner has a contract with the City for three wells; currently only one has been drilled.  Brunner clarified that our water issues are not just Abbotsford issues; it’s also becoming an issue for Marshfield, Medford and other surrounding communities.  LaSee explained that he and Jesse talked about drilling past the east well field about 2.5 miles past the City limits.  Brunner explained there is the only place we know that has sand and gravel.  These wells are capable of anywhere from 10-35 gallons per minute.  LaSee asked Brunner if he was personally looking for water what would he do.  Brunner explained he would like to look into drilling in the area mentioned that is out on HWY 29 and South about a mile, where the sand and gravel is located.  Mayor Sossaman asked Brunner where he thought we would be better off to get water, in the Eau Plain area or the Jakel land.  Brunner explained that the Jakel land will give the City water; however, it will be limited.  He would rather try the other area, because if he is successful the City could see up to 60 gallons per minute. He also said that if the City wanted to drill in the area where there is granite he would, but it’s usually the last option he would take for any municipality.  LaSee asked how you know where to begin drilling when you are in sand and gravel verses granite.  Brunner explained if you are in granite you look for valleys, if you are in sand and stone you look for the highest points, and that is how you decide where to drill.  Sossaman asked Jesse Brunner if he has success by hydro fracturing. He acknowledged that it does have a better success rate because you have to use hydro fracture when drilling into granite; however, that doesn’t guarantee for how long you will get that water, the water table could drop.  Brunner stated that the proper way for a well to run ideally would be to pump their wells half the day and the other half of the day it should be resting. In the City’s case this is not how our wells are running.  Beil stated we are mining for water not replenishing them.
Under discuss Abbyland pretreatment, Beil described a letter that we received from Abbyland (enclosure) affirming that they will be building their own Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Beil wanted to make sure everyone understood that this letter exists and that these are Abbylands future plans.  Until the DNR lets Abbyland know whether they are allowed to discharge into Elm Brook the City won’t know if Abbyland plans on running at 100% or if they will still have their office bathrooms lower grade waste coming into our sewer system.  If they choose to do their own plant, it could hurt the resident’s sewer bill. It was referenced that the City needs to have a meeting with Abbyland so that no one can misconstrue what is being said.  If everyone is in the same room at the same time there should be a better understanding and the communication gap will abridge. Beil recognized that the City has to hear from Harland himself any and all information pertaining to their new idea of building their own Waste Water Treatment Plant.  He ultimately is the owner of the company, and feels that’s where the information should come from.  Mayor Sossaman said she would call Harland and ask for him to meet with the City.  Morrow acknowledge that we would still need to have a new waste water plant.  The digester is old and worn out. He also stated that if we did build a new plant it would save drastically on the energy bill because it would be much more efficient.  Sheila Nyberg explained that she too is talking with Harland and they talked about options and new technologies and energies that are helping everyone to look forward for pre-treatment.  

Under discuss hiring Josh Soyk, Beil wanted to keep the new water and sewer committee up-to-date that he still recommends that Soyk receive the job if and when the position becomes available.  Beil handed out his most recent time sheets that described his daily work activities.  Voss reiterated that the City agreed this position would be advertised per Union contract if the position is mandated by the DNR.
Under discuss funding issues/requirements; City Clerk Jennifer Lopez presented the possible resources that would provide money toward our new reuse plant.  Our biggest contributor would be USDA rural development.  They would fund up-to 22 million of what is remaining from other sources.  The City may qualify for the hardship interest rate at about 1 to 2% lower than the normal rate for 40 years.  This lower interest rate is just as good as another grant, which could possibly save us a million dollars. Wisconsin Department of Commerce grant is already secured for $345,000.  Lopez confirmed that the City would not have benefited to go to Washington DC. The City has not yet been approved; however, the penciled in amount is for 2 million from the application that the City submitted which was for 18 million. The EDA (Economic Development Administration) is a federal program. Jack Price for EDA in Chicago is working with the City a regular application will be submitted after the pilot study if finished.  Again, the City is penciled in for roughly 2 million of EDA funds.  Their program objectives are different they are looking for economic development growth, more of a regional approach.  The only way for the City to be eligible would be if we have more developable land owned by the City of Abbotsford. Safe water drinking fund is for another fraction of the stimulus money which came into play. They rescored the original pre-application that the City submitted, but after rescoring the City became eligible.  The maximum amount the City could receive is 1.9 million which would be 50/50 funding, 50% grant and the other 50% would be a loan.  Lopez explained that these applications have to be signed and approved ahead of time, because stimulus will not fund a project that will not actually happen.  TIF revenues are also factored into the payback of about 7 million based upon industrial park expanding at the rate that the City has projected.  Abbyland’s expansion will support most of that but the City does have some potential future growth built into it as well.  The City will not see the 7 million in the first year but over 20 years.  Industrial user agreement will be treated fairly between Abbyland and Michael foods.  The City use to have some kind of system that was worked out with an attorney.  Vig & Associates, Ehlers are working to come up with some presentation materials that can be presented to our industries that make sense.  The City does have a PSC rate application submitted and we are waiting for the increase which would be about 18%.  The City may again see issues that need rapid decision making as these funding mechanisms come together around October 2009. 
Under discuss water conservation, Morrow explained different ways on how to conserve.  One thing could be no more watering of lawns. Some of the ideas for conservation are; rain barrels, putting a dehumidifier in your basement to collect excess water for watering plants, repair all water leaks in homes and replace toilets and washing machines with energy efficient ones.  Water sense is reading material that the City is subscribing to for an excellent source of water information.  The City will need to put an ordinance in place to help reinforce some of the conservation ideas.  It was questioned whether or not the City will allow swimming pools to be filled this year.  Lopez explained that it doesn’t take as much as you would think to fill a pool; however, it’s an image.  The City chose not to have flowers this year to show an image that we are conserving water with the rest of the residents.  An ordinance will be developed and will be presented for approval at the June Council meeting.
Motion Voss/Horacek to adjourn at 8:23p.m.
