Minutes from the Water and Sewer meeting

held Tuesday March 31, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Abbotsford City Hall

Chairman Morrow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call: Chairman Morrow, Horacek, Voss, Albrecht
Others present: Natalyn Belanger-Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, DPW-Bill Beil, John Strand- City Engineer, Kevin O’Brien-TP Printing, Ryan LaSee and Alderperson Sossaman.
There were no comments from the public.
Under review stimulus funding status for water and waste water treatment plant, David Carlson, a grant writer from S.E.H. wrote a letter to the S.E.H. project managers about the stimulus funding for municipal projects (enclosure).  Beil reviewed three main points from the letter; Wisconsin DNR specifies that usually there is a 25% grant for Wastewater and 18% grant for Water, Rural Development specifies that in the past several years their maximum grants have been around 45% and 75%, and lastly that Commerce specifies they don’t expect more than 50% grant funding with a maximum of $750,000.  Enclosed in this letter is a chart that explains exactly where the money is stemming from in four phases.  The City is currently at phase 2, where federal agencies write the rules.
Under review preliminary USER charges for facility plan-options, Beil presented the preliminary USER charges prior to the facility plan being prepared.  User charges were shown for four categories; explaining revenues for a new plant, community digester, old plant and if pretreated by Abbyland.  The ranges presented are for Abbyland Foods and Michael Foods (enclosure).  Jon Strand presented a power point slide explaining the pilot study program, procedures, tests and progress to date (enclosure). Jon walked the committee through the step by step process that the pilot program has been using, from the pre-pilot study to the testing of raw water, the treatment concept, and its seven- step- process and its results thus far.  Some of the main parameters that have been tested are nitrates, turbidity, alkalinity and pharmaceuticals.  The conclusion is that the water can be treated for drinking water.  The next step is to submit the reports to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.    
Under review hiring for water utility-procedures, Beil informed the committee about Josh Soyk’s progress as a person who we have hired working with the pilot program.  Josh takes his Ground Water & Distribution test in May, 2009.  Beil wanted to keep the committee knowledgeable regarding Josh’s performance and how it has met and superseded expectations thus far.  Josh has the support of DPW Beil, City Engineer Jon strand, and Water Operator Todd Medenwaldt.
Motion to adjourn Horacek/Voss at 7:40 p.m. Motion carried without negative vote.  
