Minutes from the Abbotsford City Council meeting held October 14, 2008 at the Abbotsford City Hall.  

Mayor Raatz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Roll Call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.

Others present:  Lopez, Beil, Kevin O’Brien – TP Printing. & other interested members of the community.

Under Comments by Public, there were no comments or questions.

Under discuss/approve 2009 budget, a Power Point presentation was presented.  The 2008 maximum levy increase allowed by the state is a 12.702% increase from 2008.  This will result in about a 2% increase to tax payers.  The growth increase was 10.702%.  The State Shared Revenue and Transportation Aids have both increased resulting in about $10,000 more in revenues.  The City of Abbotsford’s equalized value has now exceeded the City of Neillsville and is the highest valued City in Clark County.  The budget has increased to reflect the additional revenues anticipated in rent of City buildings due to the increased rental of City Hall and the newly imposed fees for Shortner Park. 

The expenses of the City was discussed and reviewed.  The 2008 Police budget included an expense of about $60,000 for furnishings for the new Police Department.  This amount will be split 55/45 with the City of Colby.  The City will pay a portion of this split with the 2009 budget and a small portion with the 2010 budget.  The Capital Machine Equipment-Vehicles line item has increase to $35,000 from the prior $30,000.  Public Works Plant Maintenance and Operation budget has increased by $10,000.  Public Works Utilities and Fuel have also increase due to the increasing prices.  The Library budget increased slightly.  It was discussed that the General Fund has incorporated the loan payment for the TIF settlement into this budget.  

The Fire Department budget and the Ambulance budget have remained with no change.  The Ambulance Department is continuing to run self sufficient with no contributions from the City.  The City is covering the insurance costs and the cost of any audit, if one is requested by the City.  

The water and sewer budgets were reviewed.  These budgets have not included the potential capital projects, as those projects will be presented as non budgeted items and will have a financing package proposed with them.  

Motion Voss/Kattre to approve the 2009 budget for publication in the Abbotsford Tribune Phonograph on October 22nd and 29th, 2008.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Motion Voss/Morrow to adjourn at 8:13 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
