Minutes from the Abbotsford City Council meeting held September 24, 2008 at the Abbotsford City Hall.  

Mayor Raatz called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  

Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman and Kattre.  

Others present:  Lopez, Beil, Sean Lenz- Ehlers & Associates, Kevin O’Brien, Eric Brodhagen, Chief Gosse, and Jim Schiferl.  

There were no comments by the public.


Under review and discuss TIF project plan, Lenz presented the final Project Plan for TIF #5, and an informational summary of TIF financing.  Lenz explained logistics’ of TIF financing and informed the Council that the complete project maps are described in the project plan.   With tonight’s Council approval, the City is very close to the end of the process in creating the TIF district. The next and final step is for the Joint Review Board to meet and approve the plan within the next 30 days.  After the last approval, the information will be presented to the State of Wisconsin for certification.  Lenz explained how all wetland areas are excluded from a TIF district; therefore no TIF monies can be used for wetland mitigation.  Lenz explained that the best use for Abbotsford’s TIF is a Mixed Use District.  At this time the estimated base value of the district is $13,373,919.  This amount will stay with the overlying jurisdictions as their tax base.  The proposed budget includes development enhancements funds of about$1,000,000.  Lenz stated that all development enhancements will be handled on a case by case basis.  

Sossaman questioned where remaining dollars will come from to finance the re-use plant.  Lenz reminded the council that the TIF must have development to get revenue.  Lenz explained that the re-use plant will be only partially funded by the TIF and it will also be funded by user rates and charges from users.  Lenz stated that it is also possible to form agreements with the major users to assist in paying for capital costs of the project.  Lenz stated that the city is currently working with USDA on potential financing.  It was stated that prior to final approval of the construction of the re-use plant, all financing frame work will need to be developed.  Lenz stressed that the City is not bound to do all projects within the project plan, although; projects can not be preformed without being included within the project plan.  

Motion Morrow/Kilty to approve Resolution 2008-09 Approving creation of TIF District #5.   Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve 2009 budget, the City Council reviewed and discussed each line item of the General Fund budget.  

Resident, Jim Schiferl reminded the City that an agreement exists between the City and the Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce regarding the four City Signs.  It is the City’s responsibility to maintain the signs.  At this time the signs are in need of repair and the Abbotsford Chamber has authorized the work to be completed on the signs.  At this time it is estimated that the cost will be between $800 - $1,000.  Schiferl felt the cost should be spit with the Chamber for these repairs.  Schiferl stated that he has trimmed the shrubs several times; but the landscaping should be redone this year.  

Schiferl commented on the noise of the air compressor in the mechanical room of the City Hall as it is disturbing during meetings and seems to be louder than normal.  Lopez stated that it is a compressor that pumps air into the sprinkler system and the company has tried to correct the situation several times.  The company will again be called to correct the situation.  

Schiferl expressed concern regarding City Council meeting and committee meeting agendas.  He stated that the general public is unable to be apprised of what the subject matters at hand are from simply reviewing the agendas.  Schiferl would like to see more motions made at the committee level and would like to see better descriptions on the agendas.  

Motion Kattre/Voss to adjourn at 8:36 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

