Minutes from the Abbotsford City Council meeting held May 14, 2008 at the Abbotsford City Hall.
Mayor Raatz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.

Others present:  Lopez, Ben Vance and Fred Schindler – Marawood Construction, Tim Kramas, Kevin Flink, John Austin, Ray Esselman, Jane Medenwaldt, and other interested members of the public.

There were no comments by the public.

Under discuss/approve Marawood proposal, Ben Vance took time to read in its entirety, the proposed contract for the Construction Management of the Public Safety Building.  Mayor Raatz informed the council that they each were provided a letter from Attorney Freeburg addressing the contract.  Freeburg suggested language changes to allow the contract to better fit a municipality rather than a private entity.  To allow Marawood time to review the requested changes, the committee proceeded with the agenda agreeing to revisit this issue after the closed session portion.  

Motion Kattre/Kilty to convene to closed session pursuant to State Statute 
§ 19.85 (1)(c) and (f) for the purpose of consideration of employee  compensation of public employees over which the Common Council exercises jurisdiction and conferring with legal counsel regarding pending litigation that the City is likely to become involved in, including discussion with legal counsel regarding union contract negotiations and legal issues related to collective bargaining with City Employee Union.
 Roll Call:  Voss – yes, Horacek – yes, Albrecht – yes, Kilty – yes, Morrow – yes, Sossaman – yes, L. Raatz – yes, Kattre – yes, Mayor Raatz – yes
Motion Kattre/Kilty to convene to open session.  Motion carried without negative vote. 

Sossaman stated for the record that she intended to abstain from all votes concerning Marawood Construction as that is her employer.  

Albrecht questioned the Fire Department members if there was any truth that the area Townships will discontinue service with the City of Abbotsford if the Public Safety Building was constructed.  The Fire Department clarified that several rumors have been circulating but they felt there was no truth to that.  It is cost effective for the Townships to contract with the City of Abbotsford for fire protection.

Fred Schindler, Marawood Construction, informed the council that by a rapid review of the requests from Attorney Freeburg he did not feel there was a problem making the changes, but he would like his attorney to review them prior to making any commitment.  It was suggested to approve the contract contingent upon the attorney’s agreeing on the language.  Motion Albrecht/Kilty to approve the Marawood Construction – Contract Management contract contingent upon the City Attorney and the Marawood agreeing upon language, contingent upon the purchase of the school, and contingent upon the City of Colby agreeing with the location.  


Roll call:  Voss – abstain, Horacek –yes, Albrecht – yes, Kilty – yes, Kattre – yes, Sossaman – abstain, L. Raatz – yes, Morrow – yes.  Motion carried 6:0 (2 abstentions Voss Sossaman)

Motion Kilty/Kattre to adjourn at 7:51 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

