Minutes for the Water and Sewer meeting held at the Abbotsford City hall, Tuesday, July 21, 2009

Chairman Morrow called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Roll Call: Voss, Horacek, Lasee, Mayor Sossaman, Morrow

Others present: City Clerk Lopez, DPW Beil, Kevin-TP Printing, Kilty, Kris O’Leary, Spearbecker-Abbyland 
There were no comments from the public

Under update on water levels, Morrow spoke about each day that the wells kicked out due to low level alarms (enclosure).  There are several occasions where the wells kicked out due to the water levels lowering to dangerous levels.  The pump then turns off to give them time for the wells to replenish. 
Under discuss recommend water ordinance to License and Building Committee, Morrow explained that there will be an ordinance that the City will review at the next License and Building committee meeting on July 27, 2009. 
The Mayor mentioned that Don Spearbecker from Abbyland was in the audience to speak on behalf of Abbyland.  Spearbecker informed the Committee that starting next week; Abbyland will be drilling test wells to help the City of Abbotsford find water.  Spearbecker stated that he came to ask the Committee and the Council, if Abbyland finds water, would the City be interested.  The Committee agreed that the City would have to address the idea if Abbyland finds a well or well field that produced a substantial amount of sustainable water.  Beil explained that 200-300 gallons/minute would be a sufficient amount of water but its contingent on Abbyland reducing their water usage down to 150,000 gallons/day.  Morrow questioned Spearbecker if he has received permission from the DNR to drill these wells.  Also, he asked if Spearbecker knew where the existing water main that connects to the treatment plant is located.  Spearbecker explained that he didn’t know where they are located, but he knew the cost of piping is about $1,000,000/mile.  Morrow expressed a concern to the Committee about the capacity of the current Waste Water Treatment Plant.  He was concerned if hypothetically Abbyland found the wells that were needed and the City accepted that water, that our current waster water facility could not handle that extra (possible) 200-300 gallons/minute water coming into the plant for treatment.  He stated that a new plant would still need to be constructed.  It was felt that if we don’t go forward with a new surface water treatment plant, we may not get the same funding.  Voss announced that the DNR clearly stated to the City that ground water was not a long term option anymore, and as of October 1, 2009.  They will start fining the City if a long term plan of action is not in place.  Spearbecker stated that he talked to Virginia Morgan from Rural Development, and she explained that there maybe grant funding available for water pipelines.  
Under discuss approve blending concept on water system, Voss and LaSee expressed that blending the water would be beneficial to the City.  Morrow agreed and felt it’s a better utilization of the ground water system we currently have.  Mayor Sossaman would like to see public meetings on these issues before a decision is met on the concept of blending the water. Morrow explained education is fine, but we have a very small time frame in which to do this.  Eventually we won’t have any drinking water at all.  Lopez encouraged that if the City wants to do public education, we have to start right now, as the DNR gave us a deadline of October 1, 2009 and we are running out of time. Motion Lasee/Voss to approve recommending the blending concept for the water system to the council.  Motion carried without negative vote. 
Under discuss approve sending letter of clarification to DNR regarding water enforcement letter, Morrow explained that the letter would clarify if the DNR would accept ground water as a long term solution. Lopez suggested that Abbyland check with the regulatory agencies before investing time and money into their search. Motion Voss/Lasee to approve sending the clarification letter to the DNR regarding water enforcement letter.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Under discuss approve communication workgroup to deal with Abbyland,  Mayor Sossaman stated she didn’t feel a workgroup would be necessary, as she felt she has had more communication with Abbyland than any of the other past Mayors.  Other members of the committee felt that having more than one person meeting with Abbyland could only be beneficial.  Morrow questioned why there were meetings held regarding water that the Water and Sewer Chairman did not know about.  In the past the Water and Sewer Chairman was always informed of the meetings.  Because Abbyland has until August 3rd to reply to the City, this issue was not addressed further.  

Motion  Morrow/Voss to adjourn at 8:07 p.m. Motion carried without negative vote.
