Minutes from the Abbotsford City Council meeting held January 5, 2009 at the Abbotsford City Hall. 

Mayor Raatz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.
Others present:  Kevin O’Brien – Tribune Phonograph, Dennis Kramer, Kris and Carol O’Leary, Jakel, Don & Jane Medenwaldt, Chief Gosse, Austin, Kulas, and other interested members of the community.    

Under comments by the public, DPW Beil stated that Mr. Jim Lamont wrote a letter to the Council requesting payment for the trees that were removed from his property due to the expansion of Hwy 13.  Beil stated that he has reviewed this information and has also provided a memo for record.   It was stated that this issue is not on the agenda as a separate item tonight and the bill in question is not on the agenda.  It was felt that Mr. Lamont’s issue is with the State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation.  Beil stated that due to the Highway project there were 3 trees that needed to come down.  After the trees were removed, a bill from Mr. Lamont was received.  It was stated that Lamont’s advertising sign was also in the right-of-way and Lamont should be treated the same as every other business along Hwy 13.  The city assisted Lamont in moving his sign and already has assisted more than necessary.  
Motion Sossaman/Kattre to waive the reading and approve the minutes from the Council meeting held December 1, 2008.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Considerations before the Council
Under discuss/approve authorizing Ehlers & Associates to solicit bids for borrowing for Capital Improvement/Land acquisition costs for TIF #5, motion Voss/Kattre to approve Resolution # 2009-1 authorizing soliciting bids as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve hiring Heuss Consulting LLC to prepare a Public Facility Grant to the Wisconsin Department of Commerce for the Abbotsford Public Safety Building in the amount of $2,500; Jakel explained that this person has successfully worked for the City of Antigo.  Huess’s references have been researched at the state for both the grant writing and for administering the grant.  Albrecht stated that with this grant it was necessary to pay Federal pay scale, and stated it may be cheaper to proceed without the grant.  Lopez stated that the prices presented for the Municipal Building showed about a $30,000 difference between the Federal rate and State Rate.  Based on a grant award of $225,000 it was more advantageous to proceed at the Federal Rate.  Motion Voss/Horacek to approve hiring Heuss Consulting LLC.  Motion carried without negative vote.

Jakel presented a Capital Campaign update.  The Campaign for the Public Safety building has begun.  The kickoff event was the Fireman’s Pancake Breakfast.  The Fireman reported a profit of $1,080 from the breakfast.  The Firemen have been working on a McDonald’s card sale and raised about $3,300.  Casino night will be the next event.  The Wausau Jaycees will be handing the logistics of the night.  Final packets will be finished off for the promotional information in the next month.  

License and Building was presented by DPW Beil.
The following Building permits were reviewed:

· Jason Graun – 307 W Spruce St, Flooring/Drywall, Doors $3,000

· North Ridge Church – 122 N Second St, B-rooms/roof/windows remodel $70,000

· Shirley Koch – 414 W Pine Street, Roof $5,000

Under discuss/approve temporary beer/wine license to the City of Abbotsford – Casino Night, motion Voss/Morrow to approve to approve the license as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Library Board was presented by L. Raatz.
There were no comments or questions.  

Police Commission was presented by Voss.  
Motion Kattre/Kilty to approve the bills as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote. 
Under discuss/approve two year agreement with Chief Gosse for a 3% wage increase and to receive the same prescription drug coverage and dental as is offered to the police officers.  2009 rate = $2114.93/paycheck, morrow/Voss to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.    

Under discuss/approve a two year agreement with Abbotsford-Colby Police Clerk, Sandy Kocian for a 3% wage increase and to receive the same prescription drug coverage and dental as is offered to the police officers.  2009 rate = $15.74   2010 rate = $16.21, motion Kilty/L. Raatz to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.

Finance & Personnel was presented by Voss. 
A Thank you to Horacek Electric for donating his labor on the electrical work done at Shortner Park
Under discuss/approve proceeding forward by authorizing S.E.H. to prepare the Waiver of Retroactivity and bring back a package proposal to the council presenting a combined plan for park renovations, motion Kattre/Kilty to approve proceeding.  Motion carried without negative vote.

Under discuss/approve removing the Probationary status from Waste Water Treatment Operator John Smith, DPW Beil informed the council that Smith is doing an outstanding job and he recommends placing Smith as a Full Time permanent employee.  Motion Morrow/Horacek to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Public Works was presented by Horacek.  
Under discuss/approve granting DPW Beil permission to advertise or include in the contract services for vendors, material, etc. for 2009, motion Sossaman/Morrow to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under update/upgrade maintenance agreements for the Townships of Holton, Mayville, and Hull, it was stated that Beil will working on finalizing these agreements with the area townships.  Motion Morrow/Kattre to approve the contracts as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Horacek stated that the Skating rink is now ready.  Keys will be handled by Beil and Horacek.  The Police Department will handle locking the building at night.  

Plan Commission was presented by Mayor Raatz.
Under developing a two step plan  1) purchasing the Galvin property 2) meet the infrastructure needs of the City and Businesses for the area having the City work with the City engineer to develop the plan, motion Voss/Morrow to proceed developing the two step plan as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Motion Kattre/Sossaman to convening to closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.86 (e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, for the purpose of authorizing a selling price for the purchase of the Galvin property in TIF district #5.
Roll call:  Voss – yes, Horacek – yes, Albrecht – yes, Kilty – yes, Morrow – yes, L. Raatz - yes, Sossaman – yes, and Kattre – yes.
Motion Voss/Kattre to convene to open session.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Motion Voss/Kilty to allow the Planning Commission to be the negotiators on behalf of the City of Abbotsford with Mr. Galvin, with having the final negotiated price brought to council for approval.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Motion L. Raatz/Horacek to begin negotiations on both parcels of the offered Galvin Property.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
United Communities of Clark County was presented by Mayor Raatz.

The minutes from December were presented.  The December meeting was hosted in Abbotsford.  Jenny Jakel was present to discuss fund raising strategies with the group.  

Chamber of Commerce was presented by Lopez.

The minutes from December 10th were presented.  The Annual meeting will be held on January 18, 2009 at the Abbotsford City Hall.  If anyone is interested in attending, please contact the Clerk’s office.  
DPW Report was presented by Beil.  

December yielded excessive snow and overall the Public Works Department received many complements for the prompt snow removal.  At this time the crew is cutting back on corners and driveways.  A question was asked regarding the rights of the City to push snow onto people’s private property.  It was stated that the City has right of way on property from between 6 – 12 feet behind the curb. The City is allowed to remove the snow and push the snow back in this right of way as necessary. The reason for the snow removal is for safety issues.  

The Clerk/Treasurer Report was presented by Lopez.  

The bills for December were presented.  Lopez reminded the committee that the checks approved at Finance and Personnel were printed and distributed after the committee meeting for year-end purposes.  The check to the Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce was questioned as the Room Tax Committee had parameters on the fund distribution, that the advertising costs must be split evenly between radio and newspaper advertising.  After the minutes were reviewed it was clarified that the stipulation of the even disbursement was stated during the Council meeting but not during the committee meeting.  Kris O’Leary expressed concern as she was not made aware of this stipulation.  It was suggested to take this issue back to committee to review.  Because the bill is a listed bill to be approved, it was felt that the bill could be handled during the council meeting.  It was decided to approve the bill as is.  Motion Kattre/Voss to approve the bills in the amount of $368,837.10.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Motion Morrow/Voss to adjourn at 8:11 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
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Morrow/Voss to pay up to $95,000 for the Pat Galvin land located at 1207 E Spruce Street.  Motion carried without negative vote

