
Minutes from the May 4, 2009 Abbotsford City Council meeting held at the Abbotsford City Hall.
Mayor Sossaman called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
 Roll call:  Mayor Sossaman, Voss, Kilty, Horacek, LaSee, Morrow, Raatz, Kattre.
Others present:  Clerk Lopez, DPW Beil, Kevin O’Brien – Tribune Phonograph, John Mueller, Joanna Mediger, Kevin Flink, Glen Falkowski – DNR, and several other interested members of the public.
Under Comments by the Public, Public Attendee Sandy Albrecht questioned if the City was going to continue with the East Well Tower project without an agreement with Abbyland.  Sossaman stated that she is unsure if we will get an agreement with Abbyland Foods.  At this time further discussion is needed with Schraufnagel, the owner of Abbyland Foods. 
Public Attendee Dennis Hinrichsen stated that he has a customer located near Gadd Cheese who worked with Brunner Well Drilling for a number of years, Brunner did not locate water, and the farmer then began hauling water from a farm.  After seeing what Haupt did for the North Breeze operation, Haupt drilled for this farmer, and he now has enough water for cattle.  Exact gallons per minutes were unknown, and it was stated that farm needs and City needs vary in gallons per minute.  Hinrichsen also said that one of high school classmate is an alderman in the City of Spencer, Spencer was also unable to find water, but with the use of a well witcher a well of 250 gallons per minute was found.  
Public Attendee Ron Graffunder stated that he worked with the City well systems for many years.  In 1960 he began as a plumber, through his work he worked with various well drillers and always found out that Haupt was the best well driller and solved the problems.  Graffunder stated that Haupt is known for commercial wells and seems to have a higher success rate.  
It was stated that in the North Breeze Dairy example, Brunner had wished to drill in two more locations, but was not allowed to, when Haupt began drilling, the locations were water was found was the exact location that Brunner wished to try.  

Glen Falkowski, DNR, stressed to the community and council that we do need water and cannot put off the subject much longer.  Abbotsford does not have the supply to safely run the City.  Falkowski has been with the DNR 23 years, and the entire time, the City of Abbotsford has been looking for water.  The geology of this area does not produce large amounts of water.  Falkowski stressed that Abbotsford has three hand dug wells, that would not be allowed to be used anywhere else in Wisconsin, but due to the limited supply Abbotsford was forced to treat the hand dug wells with the Ozone Treatment Plant.  Falkowski stressed that the City can only pull water for so long before our reservoirs go dry.  It was stated that the city is living on borrowed time. Falkowski stated that the City should be looking at both reuse and also the addition of some low capacity wells, as there is an immediate need for water.  Falkowski stated that all well drillers do an excellent job, but we are to a point where we can not wait any longer to find that magic well.  It was questioned how many site tests have been done outside of the City limits.  Strand stated that a number of wells were looked at in the area around the City, and every private well log was reviewed to determine formations and production.  Mayor Sossaman questioned if the well logs are only resident logs.  Strand stated that the well logs are what were actually found by the Well drillers.  It was stated that the well driller’s expert advice should be utilized to determine where to drill.  A firm was hired by Colby to locate water, and has also been unsuccessful.  
Mayor Sossaman stated that she felt we have a professional who feels they can find water.  Falkowski stated that there is nothing wrong with looking further at wells, but the timeline is very important.  

Falkowski presented the option of taking both options, reuse and well drilling.  At this time just to presently meet safe yield it will be necessary to place 16 wells at 20 gallons per minute on line.  It was reminded that even the development of a well takes both time and money.  

Public Attendee Kris O’Leary questioned if the water issue was only Abbotsford, or nation wide.  Falkowski stated that Abbotsford, Colby, Milladore, Pittsville, Junction City and others are all facing these issues.  It was stated that Green Bay’s water levels dropped 230 feet and they now take water from Lake Michigan.  Falkowski stated that Milwaukee’s water table has dropped 500 feet.  In Abbotsford the problem is that we are using much more water than we can replenish.  

Dave Wiebe of Abbyland Foods stated that the water table is depleted, and the City will either have to recycle, reclaim, or conserve water.  Abbyland has ideas on how to internally reclaim some water.  Wiebe stressed that we will be sending good money after bad if we continue to drill wells and not proceed with the reuse project.  He stressed that the city would have to look at this realistically.  It was estimated that Abbyland can reclaim about 100,000 gallons of water per day.  The quality of the reclaimed water will be good enough to reuse for cattle, watering fields etc.  Sossaman explained that she did not feel Harland Schraufnagel was not in favor of using reuse water; Wiebe stated that both the City and Abbyland has to work together.
Public Attendee Pat Hutman questioned if there were programs available to offer rebates on new water saving appliances.  It was stated that the City received water saver shower head about 2 years ago through a Focus on Energy program.  The City is currently working with the PSC on potential offers.  
Public Attendee Ron Graffunder stated that further East towards the Eau Plain River people has had success with deeper wells but east of the river there are shallower wells.  It was stated that since 1980 the city has done about 200 test wells scattered around the city in all directions.  Graffunder felt with reuse people will not live in Abbotsford.  
Public Attendee Betty Zak stated that our water comes from Lake Superior, and she questioned how the City will know if the reuse water will be safe of chemicals.  She felt that with this new technology the future is unknown.
Pat Hutman stated that Las Vegas is looking to getting water piped from Lake Superior.  She felt the City must conserve and save the aquifer.  

It was questioned when the City was planning to break ground for the new building.  Sossaman felt that we cannot discuss this topic further as it is not on the agenda, but could be reviewed on the second council meeting this month.

Morrow stated that he is the chairman of the Public Safety Building, and was on the Fire Department for over 25 years, and he would like to make a donation to the building.  A donation was handed to the City Clerk.    

Public Attendee Don Medenwaldt stated that sooner or later we have to get over the negative ideas of water being recycled.  He stated that this will strictly be used for industrial use.  In the last 3 years the rain fall is down 33 inches.  If we do not get rain soon, we will not recoup the ground water.  The water takes longer to recover every time we have a crisis day.  Medenwaldt stated that sooner or later we will have a disaster.  

Alderman LaSee stated that there is a reuse water plant in Minnesota that recycles 70,000 gallons per day.  This proposed reuse plant will treat the water to drinking water standards.  The quality of water in the reuse plant is of better quality than ground water.  LaSee stated that if the City continues waiting we will not need to worry about the future, as we will be out of water.

Public Attendee Ken Hintz questioned why he cannot get his meter read on time.  The situation will be reviewed at City Hall.  
LaSee questioned Glen Falkowski of the DNR, if the reuse plans proceeds and it takes more than one year to get online, what happens in the interim period.  Falkowski stated that he has been encouraging the city for years to begin conservation measures.  Falkowski recognized that the City must implement a conservation plan.  Falkowski explained that the City will have to continue to limp by, but noted that the City does have plans to place online 3 low producing wells.  Falkowski confirmed that the City has to do everything it can to get more water and use less water.  Falkowski stated that a recommendation, if affordable, was to drill more wells and proceed with the reuse plant.  He is worried that something catastrophic will happen, one major problem and the city will be in desperate danger.  If the City drains the tower, it will take more than a day to refill.  If the City looses pressure in the system contaminates will enter the system and will create a public health hazard, the City is on the edge of a hazard. 

Under Mayoral Comments, Mayor Sossaman stated that if the City must consider reuse, Industrial User Agreements must be in place with the major industries.  
David Wiebe of Abbyland stated that their business is not here to steal water, but is there to make a profit.  

Mayor Sossaman informed the council that Financial Advisor, Sean Lentz called today to inform the City of a possibility for funding the Public Safety Building.  Since the FEMA grant was not awarded it is necessary to obtain a financing plan for the project.  A program is available through the State Trust Fund Loan program.  Up to $5 million dollars can be borrowed, and there is no application fee. A pre-application must be filed this week, this is a Long-term note, with a low fixed interest rate, and this loan can also be prepaid with no penalty.  This will allow the City to pay down the debt with the donations that are received.    

Minutes from the Council held April 6 & 21, 2009 were presented, motion Kilty/Morrow to waive the reading and approve the minutes, with adding that they would like to re-discuss Committee Assignments at the next Council meeting.  Motion carried without negative vote.    
Considerations before the Council

Under Nomination of Ward 2 Alderman, Mayor Sossaman stated that there are three people interested in the position, Kevin Flink, Joanna Mediger, and John Mueller. 

Flink stated that he is a resident at 213 S 4th Avenue and is very involved in the community.  Flink stated that he volunteers with both the Christmas parade and the Chamber of Commerce.  Flink stated that he has been coming to meetings whenever possible for the past several years.  He stated that he keeps up with City business talking to council members and feels that he would like to help move the city forwards.

Mueller stated that he has raised 2 children in Abbotsford, and has lived his entire life in Abbotsford.  He has 16 years of previous council experience.  Mueller stated that he has always liked the city and wants to see it grow.

Mediger stated that she also grew up in Abbotsford.  When she moved back to Abbotsford in 2005 she wanted to become involved.  Mediger is a member of the Lions and has stayed in touch with the council.  Mediger stated that she has run against the current Mayor for the ward 2 position two times, with close races both times. Mediger stated that she has great leadership abilities and is a teacher.  Mediger stated that she comes from a family of strong personalities.  She is used to sorting out what everyone wants, and coming up with a compromise.  She stated that both her father and grandfather often say that you have to give your best to the community to get the best community.  Mediger stated that using our own personal gifts is the best ways to give back to the community.  Mediger stated that she feels she has a lot to offer, and is excited to give back to the community.  

Nominations were opened.

Nomination by Morrow/LaSee for Joanna Mediger.  
Nomination by L. Raatz/Voss for Kevin Flink.
Nomination Kattre/  to nominate Mueller.  There was no second for this nomination. 

Motion Morrow/Kattre to close the nominations.  
A paper ballot vote reflected Flink – 1 vote, Mediger – 5 votes, and Mueller – 1 vote.  Joanna Mediger was declared the winner of the nomination process.  
Clerk Lopez swore Alderman Mediger in for the Ward 2 Alderman position.  Mediger took a seat at the Council table.     
Under discuss/approve S.E.H. engineering contract for construction - 500,000 gallon water tower, it was stated that this contract has already been signed so that the City could meet all requirements to apply for the Safe Water Drinking Fund Loan program that was due on April 30, 2009.  Sossaman agreed to sign the document with the addendum stating that the signature was only valid with Council approval.  Mayor Sossaman stated that she would like to see the motion read that the contract be contingent upon receiving the grant.  Motion Morrow/ to approve the engineering of the water tower contingent upon the grant.  It was clarified that with the motion on the floor, S.E.H. would only be approved if the grant was received.  Jon Strand of S.E.H. informed the Council that his firm has already expended a large amount of money to position the City to be eligible for the grant.  Motion Morrow/LaSee  to sign the S.E.H. engineering contract for construction - 500,000 gallon water tower, with the S.E.H. amount of $205,600 for engineering fees.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve participating in the Wisconsin Community Development Block Grant Housing program for low to moderate income levels, Lopez explained that this would allow the City to house a revolving loan program, similar to the previous business fund that we administered, for eligible housing needs.  Motion L. Raatz/Voss to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.    
Under discuss/approve continued water search with Haupt Well, Sossaman stated that she found before, during and after the election process, water is on the minds of the Public Attendees.  Many people support a continued water search.  Sossaman had contact with Wisconsin  Geological Survey, Madison. This agency feels there is a good possibility to find several low capacity wells vs. one high capacity well.  This agency listed Haupt as a qualified well driller.  Sossaman stated that she understood that the 200 test wells were drilled in the last few years, but recently learned that the truth is that these test wells date back to the 1980’s.  Sossaman stated that the City has not looked into all sights available.  Sossaman felt we need to take the advice of a professional well driller not well logs.  Sossaman explained that in the April Council minutes it states that Haupt investigated the City’s information; Sossaman felt that was not accurate.  Haupt informed Mayor Sossaman that he participated in a meeting with Engineer Jon Strand, Bill Beil and Todd Medenwaldt.  Sossaman said that Haupt informed her that he did not look at City well investigation sites and did not look at maps, and only investigated city well logs.  She stated that Haupt stated that you cannot investigate based on private well logs.  Sossaman felt that Haupt had sites in mind that were promising.  Sossaman confirmed that Haupt is willing to offer his expertise to the City.  Sossaman felt that since he has experience we should consider having him share his talent.  He has several sites within 3 miles of the City he would like to review; he also offered to assist the City in dealing with property owners.  He has been successful in finding water where others have not been able to.  It was stated that a test well can cost anywhere up to about $6,000.  They can work with the City to be compensated with the success of his findings.  Sossaman feels the public wants to be assured that there are no other ground water options.
Motion LaSee/ to listen to Haupt without delaying any other options.  Motion died due to lack of a second.  LaSee questioned what Brunner is doing for the City.  It was stated that the West well field project is ½ done and we are working with another property owner for obtaining two more wells.  The current average daily use of water in the City is about 400,000 gallons.  Horacek stated that all well drillers can all do the same thing, and we should not discredit Brunner. Horacek announced that we are currently getting good service from Brunner.  Sossaman stated that her concern is that Brunner was not allowed to select sites or drill past granite.  Sossaman felt that we need to take the advice of the professional well driller.  Horacek clarified that both Haupt and Brunner are professional well drillers.  Voss questioned who told Brunner where to drill.  It was stated that Beil and Strand reviewed the options with Brunner, and Brunner chooses the site on the property to drill.  Any drilling sites are mutual discussion between the Engineer, City and Strand.  Sossaman stated that she felt that Brunner has to tell us where to drill.  Beil explained that the city has always taken Brunner’s advice.  We have drilled over 100 wells in last 10 years.  Sossaman felt that it is obvious that the council does not want to continue with a further ground water search.  Morrow sated that the problem is all over the country, not just in Abbotsford.  Morrow made clear that the swamp West of Abbotsford is not an option even though he has heard that several people feel there is water bubbling out of the ground.  Horacek expressed that we should meet with Brunner to have all the facts.  
Under discuss/approve final codification pages, city officers will need to change; Beil stated that we asked for updates/changes over a year ago.  Beil felt we should table and review the information and bring back further changes at the next meeting.  Chief Gosse also stated that he had a change to the presented material.   Morrow revealed that there is a codification book that is out from a prior alderman, and he felt it should be returned.  
Under resignation of City Attorney, Martin Machtan, Mayor Sossaman stated that Attorney Machtan has chosen to resign.  The resignation letter was presented.  
Under discuss/approve hiring/procedures to hire a new City Attorney, Mayor Sossaman stated that we should get someone hired as soon as possible.  Sossaman questioned if we want to go through Finance and Personnel with this decision.  Motion Voss/ Morrow to hire Chris Toner of Ruder Ware Law Firm, stating that if there is conflict issue, such as Abbyland Foods, the City would hire Attorney Ken Schmiege.  Gosse suggested that we could temporarily hire Gamoke for any interim case.  Kilty stated that Attorney Toner was the most familiar with Abbotsford as he worked with us through the union.  Horacek felt he would like to see the City proceed with Ruder Ware Law Firm.  Kattre stated that she felt Attorney Chris Toner was a good pick.  Raatz stated she would like to see Attorney Schmiege as first choice due to his Industrial Background, but  Attorney Tonner was her second choice.  Morrow stated that he was not at the meeting where the Attoneys were selected, but he felt that he could trust the knowledge of his fellow Council members, and he would choose Attorney Chris Tonner from Ruder Ware Law Firm.  .  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve Resolution 2009-3 Resolution of Appreciation of Michael Raatz motion Morrow/Horacek to approve as stated. Motion carried without negative vote.  
Committee Reports

Licenses and Building was presented by Beil.
Minutes from the Board of Appeals were presented.  
Variance approved:  
Jim Jakel – 413 S Fourth Street


           Tina Haas – 302 E Maple Street

Under discuss/approve Abbyland Screening Room building, Beil stated that he wanted to place this item on the agenda for the council to review.  Currently Abbyland is requesting a variance down to 9 feet but the building will remain in the same foot print as the existing building.  Beil stated that he has no problem with this request.  Beil proclaimed that at some point in the past Abbyland must have received a variance approval.  Abbyland is planning to tear down the original building and rebuild in the original location.  It was stressed that the footprint of the building will remain unchanged.  Motion Horacek/Voss to approve Abbyland Foods, a502 E Linden Street  - razing/rebuilding.  Motion carried.  
Under discuss/approve operator Licenses as stated:  

Jeremy Braun – Kurt Sundermeyer Memorial Softball Tournament
Motion Morrow/Kattre as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Police Commission was presented by Voss.
Police Minutes April 13, 2009 were presented.  It was stated that in the minutes the name Brian Popp should be spelled with two p’s.  Motion Voss/Kilty to approve the police bills in amount of $15,387.10.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Finance and Personnel was presented by Kattre.
Minutes from April 27, 2009, were presented.
Under discuss/approve having each employee sign their job description, motion Raatz/Kattre to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve the changes to the Administrator of Public Works job description:

Under number 9. Personnel- in the job description, change it to state “Recommends to the City Council the appointment, promotion, and when necessary, the suspension or termination of all departments related to Water, Sewer and City employees.”  Then under number 10. External Relations- in the job description have it state “Administers road maintenance agreements with all Townships and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.”
Beil stated that he has no issue with changes but he has several other changes he would wish to add to reflect the requirements of the new Ordinance book.  It was suggested to wait for further changes for the next Finance and Personnel meeting.  Beil noted that he could have his changes for the May Finance and Personnel meeting.  The other necessary item is to update the employee handbook.  This issue will be tabled until the May Finance meeting.

Public Works was presented by Horacek.
Minutes from April 29, 2009 were presented.  Regarding the Parade Building expansion, Beil stated that he will write a letter to the railroad and will lay out their request.   Beil explained that the best way to expand the Parade Building is to the East but that addition would encroach upon the railroad property.  The parade committee said that after reviewing the plan with LaSee, some potential problems were identified, with water, sewer, and power lines.  This issue will continue to be reviewed.  
Abbotsford Cemetery Association was presented by Mayor Sossaman.
Minutes from April 27, 2009 were presented.  
Under discuss/approve 2009 wage increase of the lead person position, from $12.00 to $12.25/hr., increase the wage of the assistant lead person position from $11.50 to $11.75/hr and increase the experienced crew wage from $10.50 to $11.00/hr and new hire wage from $9.25 to $9.75/hr.,  L. Raatz stated that she felt the City should place a freeze on wages due to the economic times we are in.  Motion L. Raatz/Voss to freeze the Cemetery workers wages for the 2009 season.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Room Tax Committee was presented by Beil.
Minutes from April 20, 2009 were presented.  Beil stated they are working on finalizing items.  Voss discussed that according to state statute the council released the room tax, but at this time they have not contracted with a tourism entity, Voss did not feel this was legal.  Beil communicated that they are anticipating working with the Chamber of Commerce and that would be addressed at their next meeting.  
Abbotsford Fire Department was presented by Mayor Sossaman.
Financial Report from April 22, 2009 and minutes from April 22, 2009 were presented.  There were no comments or questions.  
Abbotsford Library Board was presented by Raatz.
Minutes from April, 2009 will be distributed in the Council members mailboxes.  
Chamber of Commerce was presented by Lopez.
Minutes from April 8, 2009 were presented.  Lopez stated that the Chambers goal to join the Colby and Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce’s.  This merger will be effective 1/1/2010.  Ideas are being generated and an enhanced website is being discussed.  
United Communities of Clark County was presented by Mayor Sossaman.
Minutes from April 23, 2009 were presented.  It was discussed that at this time Veolia does offer pick up of large appliances for our residents, so a county wide pick up may not be necessary.  Morrow questioned if anyone has brought up collecting hazardous waste once a year.  
DPW Report was presented by Beil.
Beil stated that Fifth Street will begin on Wednesday.  All abutting property owners received a  letter last week.  Beil stated that the crushing is ready to deploy this week as weight limits are now off the roads.  The City sweeping was done last week and it was expressed that the rented machine works very well and is very quiet.  Beil received appreciation phone calls for the sweeping.  The City used the sweeper for about 34 hours in total.  

Clerk/Treasurer’s Report was presented by Lopez.  
The treasurer’s Report was presented.  Mayor Sossaman requested a copy of Davy lab report.  Beil stated that he does not have approval on $51,199.08 from DOT.  If we get clarification, we will pay when we receive the additional paper work.  Motion Voss/Kilty to approve the bills in the amount of $276,003.57.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Additional committee meetings were set. 
Plan Commission was presented by Kilty.
Minutes from April 9, 2009 were presented.  
Motion Voss/ Kattre to move closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.86 (e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, for the purpose of discussing purchase of the Galvin property in TIF district #5.   
Roll call:  Voss –yes, LaSee –yes, Horacek – yes, Kilty – yes, Morrow – yes, Mediger – yes, Raatz – yes, Kattre – yes.  
Motion Voss/Kilty to convene to open session at 9:14 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Motion Voss/Horacek to hire S.E.H. to proceed preparing a plan sheet on the Galvin property that identifies options for pre application meeting with the DNR and Army Core.  Motion carried without negative vote.

Motion Kilty/Horacek to proceed working on TIF 5 boundary amendments to include all of Pat Galvin land on the South East and also to work with Abbyland to include the location of the new Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Motion carried without negative vote. 

Under discuss/approve purchase of land from Pat Galvin at 1207 E Spruce Street, motion Kilty/Raatz to approve land purchase in amount of $95,000.  Motion carried without negative. Vote.
Motion Morrow/Kattre to adjourn at 9:17 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

