
Minutes from the April 6, 2009 Abbotsford Council Meeting held in the Abbotsford City Hall.  

Mayor Raatz called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
 Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.  
Others present:  Pat Hutman, Jon Strand – S.E.H., Kevin O’Brien – Tribune Phonograph, Jon Austin, Chief Gosse, Jenny Jakel, Ryan LaSee, Jim Melvin, Dave Rueden, Jensen, Fox, Schiferl, Wilma Sossaman, Don Medenwaldt, Steve Colby, and other interested members of the public.  

Comments by the Public, Albrecht stated she has been getting calls regarding the lift station installed at Lori Voss’s property.  Albrecht commented on a letter from Jon Strand dated January 31, 2008 stating that a temporary easement may be necessary and that this decision would come back to the council for approval.   Because the decision did not come back to council, Albrecht stated that the bill should not be paid.  It was stated that this situation was different than other situations within the City as the Insurance Company paid the claim and an agreement with the property owner and the City was made to settle the Insurance claim.  In several situations property owners have came before the council due to the fact that their claims had been denied.   

David Rueden stated he wanted to know why the sewer problem was not fixed at the time of the problem.  Rueden felt the City should not have to pay for this expense.  
Hutman questioned if the City Hall normally allowed advertising for private business, as there are business cards available at the clerks counter that are for an out of town business.  It was stated that there are several various items in the display case and in the informational rack, but if the council wished, these items could be removed. 
Motion Morrow/Kattre to waive the reading and approve the minutes from the Council held March 2 & 19, 2009.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under Mayoral Comments, Mayor Raatz stated that the City met with Haupt Well Drilling on March 4, 2009.  Raatz stated that information was shared during the meeting.  Haupt examined the City well site investigation maps, charts, well draw down information and WDNR private well data base.  No significant new information was obtained; therefore the City will continue with the current well site investigation plan.
Mayor Raatz stated that the preliminary draft that was presented to the City showed that there are three options being reviewed; ground water, reuse, and pipeline.  Of the three alternatives the reuse option at 22 million dollars is the lowest cost option to the City for both engineering and the total project cost.

Mayor Raatz stated that although lack of planning has been stressed to the public, it can be proven that planning in the last year has been very successful with the creation of the last TID district which is projected to provide about $500,000 of incremental revenue per year.  Without proper planning, this TIF would not have been successful as there was a small window of opportunity to capture the full amount of growth within the City.

Mayor Raatz stated that the City of Abbotsford hosted the pipeline meeting.  When the discussion of Washington DC was discussed, the City immediately contacted David Obey’s office.  David Obey’s office made it very clear that they are only interested in funding engineered projects with stimulus funds.  On February 28, 2009 the City of Abbotsford submitted an application for our Water Reuse project, which is currently being reviewed.  Obey’s office stressed to the City that it would not be an advantage of the City’s tax dollars to expend funds to travel to Washington DC.  We are in close contact with the Wausau office and that is all that is necessary.  It was stressed that if we were already in Washington, a visit would be welcomed, but for an un-engineered plan, it was not in the best interest of taxpayers’ dollars.

Considerations before the Council

Capital Campaign Update was presented by Jenny Jakel.  Jakel stated that there are many smaller events on the Capital Campaign agenda at this time.  The City is expected to know the results of the FEMA grant before September 25, 2009.  The City cannot begin construction until the grant award is known.  The council was requested to write letters to the legislators to request their support for our project.  A demolition party is being planned at the school location.  The Corral tavern is having a benefit with a TV raffle where all proceeds are to support the Public Safety Building.  During First City Days there is a tentative plan to have an auction with the proceeds to go to the Public Safety Building.  Naming rights on the new building will be in the news paper soon.   
Committee Reports

Licenses and Building was presented by Beil.
Building permits:  
Leo Underwood

504 N 2nd Street
Windows

$12,000

Dennis Schelling

205 S 5th Street
Shingles/siding
$ 8,500

Under discuss/approve Operator Licenses motion Voss/Morrow to approve as stated:  

Renewal 


Brenda Wiese 
 Pizza Hut

Motion carried without negative vote.  
Police Commission was presented by Voss.
Police Minutes March 9, 2009 were presented.  
Motion Sossaman/Kilty Police bills in amount of $14,896.15.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve hiring Jack Vig to perform the Police audit Motion Sossaman/Kilty to hire Vig.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Finance and Personnel was presented by Voss.
Minutes from the March 30, 2009 meeting were presented.  Sossaman stated that she did not like the word Negligence in the minutes and felt it may be better stated saying that it was an electrical failure.  Lopez explained that the word negligence is a term the insurance company had used.  
Under discuss/approve employee incident report form, motion L. Raatz/Voss to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Public Works was presented by Horacek.
Minutes from March 25, 2009 were presented.  
Under discuss/approve Heavy Equipment Bids, motion Morrow/Horacek to approve Steve Colby’s heavy equipment bid.  Melvin stated that during the last several years the council has accepted all bids to lock all the rates.   Melvin stated that last year, when he was the low bidder, he agreed to split the work up.  Last year Melvin Companies received about 20% of the work versus the 50% agreed upon.  Melvin requested that since he agreed last year, if the City would again split the work this year.  The cost difference of the two bidders is $4/hour.  It was stated the benefit of splitting up the bids is that at all times the city would have one person available.  Beil stated he was directed by the council to bid this out.  If the city’s intention was not to bid this out; we should not have advertised.  Beil stated the alternative is to have him split out the work.  Beil stated that he has no problem accepting all bids.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve expending $12,000 towards the Park at the new Elementary Grade School playground, motion Morrow/Sossaman to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve proceeding with crushing blacktop/concrete with paying half now and half in 2010, Melvin questioned if he missed the bid advertisement in the paper.  Beil stated there was no ad in the paper.  For the last 15 years the City has used Paul Bugar for this service.  Beil stated that this was discussed during the last budget meeting.  It was questioned if the council would like to pull this back and follow a normal bid process.  Sossaman felt that the City must follow proper protocols.  Motion Sossaman/Voss to table this for the next council meeting.  It was agreed that this will be properly advertised.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve renting a street sweeper for $75/hr.  It was stated that insurance coverage is not an issue with having a City employee provide this service.  A check list will be performed prior to each use.  Sossaman questioned if we have to add additional coverage to our insurance policy.  Horacek stated that at this time the Village of Edgar is purchasing a refurbished machine for about $65,000.  Beil stated that there are options to repair our machine with fabricated parts.  Mayor Raatz stated that it maybe beneficial to have our employee ride along with their employee for the first trip.  Motion Sossaman/Horacek to have the first trip at $75/hour and thereafter at $40/hour.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Water and Sewer was presented Morrow.
Minutes from March 31, 2009 were presented.  

Jon Strand – S.E.H.  made a presentation regarding the pilot and pre-pilot study analysis.  Several test results were shared and it was noted that all water from the pilot study meets the requirements for the safe water drinking act.  Sossaman questioned where the serviceable area of the reuse water will be.  The concept is to supply this water to the industrial park; although the city will be very sensitive to restaurants, hospitality industries. Lopez clarified that the Hotel, Mall, and any restaurant will not be hooked on to this system.  
Jensen questioned if this plant will be monitored 24/7 and will be monitored by a computer system.  It was stated that if any processes will go out of the normal range, the operator will be called in and at a danger level the water will be automatically diverted directly to the creek.  At that point the new water tower will supply the water.  

Abbotsford Fire Department was presented by Mayor Raatz.
Financial Report from March 25, 2009 and the minutes from March 25, 2009 were presented.  There were no questions or comments.   
Chamber of Commerce was presented by Lopez.
Minutes from March 11, 2009 were presented.  Lopez stated that the Chamber would like to be on the room tax agenda to discuss the procedures for handling the room tax applications.

DPW Report was presented by Beil.  Horacek stated that he is interested in placing an intake at Shortner North for emergency fire water.  Beil stated that the landfill will be open this weekend.  The west Hemlock project will be bid out this month.  Property owner letters will be sent out soon.  It was stated that Beil will attend the next Chamber of Commerce meeting to discuss Room Tax issues.
Clerk/Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Motion Morrow/Kattre to approve the bills in the amount of $320,819.93.  Sossaman stated that she does not feel the City should have to pay for the Jakel Plumbing bill for the lift station at Voss’s property.  Motion carried 5:2:1 (Sossaman & Albrecht -  no) (Voss – abstained)
There were no additional committee meetings set. 
Motion Morrow/Kattre to adjourn at 8:23 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Mayor Michael Raatz

