Minutes from the March 3, 2008, City Council meeting held at the Abbotsford City Hall.
Public Hearing for the Community Development Block Grant for Public Facilities was called to order.  Engineer Jon Strand, S.E.H., was present to conduct the public hearing.  A sign-in sheet was handed around to collect an attendance record of the Public Hearing.  At this time roughly $190,000 has been requested for reimbursement.  The City has submitted matching funds of about $1.6 million.  There were no comments from the public.  
Under opening of sealed bids for the two parcels of land that were donated by the Nikolay Family the bids were opened as followed.   
· Lester Eby - $179,000 – parcel #1, if allowed to buy land on east side of ponds – then to $190,200.00
· Lester Eby - $191,200.00 – parcel #2

· Don Boss - $146,847.00 – parcel #1

· Perry Braun - $151,000.00 – parcel #2

· Ken Christensen -  $162,750.00 – parcel #2

Motion Morrow/Kattre to approve the land sale to Lester to Eby in the amount of $381,400.00  contingent upon Jack Nikolay’s approval, with allowing Eby to purchase the 2 acres on the East side of the ponds.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Public Hearing regarding the variance request from Jim Decker was called to order for Decker Automotive LLC, for the purpose of constructing an addition onto the front of an existing building was opened at 7:03 p.m.   It was stated that this would be a variance to the Zoning Code 13-1-48, which requires the front yard setback to be a minimum of 25 feet.  Beil stated that the ordinance was included in the Council packet for the Council’s review.  Beil stated that he worked with District 4 (Wisconsin Department of Transportation) regarding obtaining a survey for Decker’s land.  The DOT required Decker to perform the survey of his land on his own.  Beil reminded the Council that the variance decision must be made within the next 30 days.  Beil read a letter provided by Jim Jakel, an abutting property owner.  Morrow stated that the porch on the next building to the North of Decker is also non-conforming and he felt it should not be there.  Beil stated that the building that Peterson Satellite owns has been grandfathered in.  Sossaman questioned if there is any reason why they cannot build off to the back or to the side.  Decker stated that he would have to incur more expense to build to the back as to the front.  This addition to the front will be more economical and will also work with the existing utilities better.  A handout of the proposed building plan was distributed.  They building will be set back about 6 to 8 feet from Peterson’s porch.  Westphal thanked Decker for bringing his business to Abbotsford.  The variance was for 6 feet more than what was allowed.  Jakel stated that the City has an ordinance and felt we should stick with the Ordinance.  He was concerned with the run-off elevations.  Jakel felt that the road will someday be widened.  With the Beautification project going on, Jakel felt that this would not be a move in the correct direction.  Albrecht stated she once came to the City with a similar request and was turned down.  Decker stated that he does not feel he is being unreasonable.  He is allowed to build 30 feet with no problem, but he is asking only for 6 feet.  Decker stated he moved to Abbotsford due to the location and is only trying to earn a living and expand his business.  Motion Westphal/Sossaman to grant the variance to Jim Decker.  Motion carried 6:1 (Voss – absent)
Mayor Raatz called the regular meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, Westphal, Sossaman, Kattre.  (Voss – absent)
Others present:  Lopez, Beil, Jon Strand, Rob Ganschow, Rick Sossaman, Jenny Jakel, Jeff Auberg, Jim Jakel, Lester Eby, Jane Medenwaldt, Karen Eckert, Judy Kalepp, Steve Peterson, Jody Apfelbeck, Jim Peterson, Kris O’Leary, John Austin, Chief Galen Kulas, Rob Standeven, Chief Gosse, Carol O’Leary, Brenda Wiese, Dennis Kramer, Jim Melvin, and other interested members of the public.  
There were no comments or questions by the public.
Motion Kattre/Horacek to waive the reading and approve the minutes from the Council meetings held February 4 and 25, 2008.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Considerations before the Council
2006 Audit presentation – Rob Ganschow, Wipfli.  Mr. Ganschow thanked the Council for the opportunity to provide audit services over the past few years.  Ganschow reviewed the management letter.  It was questioned why it has taken Wipfli 14 months to return the audit statements.  It was stated that there were sometimes issues regarding the breaking out of the capital projects.  If all information was not completed in March it was difficult for the auditor to get back to the job as his time in the office is limited due to other commitments.  It was stated that a new auditing firm has been retained for the 2007 audit.   
Under discuss/approve joining the West Central Regional Economic Development loan program, the Committee was asked to review the information at the prior month’s council meeting.  Westphal stated that some communities have entered into this program without any funds, and Abbotsford has $1 million to bring forward, he was concerned if Abbotsford would have proper representation accordingly.  Westphal stated that is very appealing to see a $15 million pot of funds, but questioned if Abbotsford businesses will be serviced as well as the larger market.  He would like to see a guarantee that Abbotsford will be treated fairly as the businesses are our people.  Carol O’Leary stated that this council is not looking towards the future as the existing fund is too small for attracting large businesses.  Sossaman stated that it is good to look at this program.  It was stated that our surrounding Mayor’s are very supportive in this program.  Jakel stated that we cannot only rely on outside advertising; we should have a city ambassador to show businesses the high points of our community.  Motion Sossaman/Albrecht to have a meeting with Sheila Nyberg to cover further questions.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Capital Campaign report was presented by Jenny Jakel.  This month there were few changes to report; however, the report will change next month to reflect the public safety building.  
Committee Reports

License and Building was presented by Beil.  
A Building Permit was issued to Monte Mediger to add new wall for office space at 903 E. Spruce for approximately $3,000.  
Motion Kattre/Westphal to approve an operator license for Suzette Jensen at Dwight House.

Westphal questioned how the raze permits were proceeding.  Beil stated that we are proceeding, and the City has requested a burning permit for one property.  
Library Board was presented by Raatz.  
Minutes from February 12, 2008, were presented.  There were no comments or questions.  
Police Commission was presented by Sossaman.  
Job descriptions were approved and now all positions have current updated job descriptions.  Police Minutes from February 11, 2008, were presented.  Motion Sossaman/Kilty to approve the police bills in amount of $24,981.32.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Public Works was presented by Horacek.
Minutes from the February 26, 2008 were reviewed.  Horacek stated that on page 17 the cost should read:  $797.11 to set the meter and to be about $1,300.00 to go from the other shed and extend the electric.    

Under discuss/approve low bid for East Cedar, the bid went to Melvin Companies at $17,653.   Motion Morrow/Albrecht to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve low bid for East Linden, the bid went to Switlick & Sons at $46,743.  Motion Morrow/Kattre to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve low bid for Hwy 13 Storm Sewer, the bid went to Melvin Companies at $17,264.50.  Motion Morrow/Westphal to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve proceeding with producing new Christmas decorations at a cost of $68 each for the new poles on Hwy 13 with ½ of the cost being shared by the Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce.  Motion Kilty/Morrow to approve proceeding with 20 units at an approximate cost of $130 each.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve installing electrical lines at Shortner Park South for about $1,300, motion Morrow/Albrecht to approve as stated.  Motion carried 6:0 (Horacek –abstention)
Finance and Personnel was presented by Westphal.  

Minutes from February 6, 2008, were presented.  
Under discuss/approve increasing Andrew Alexander’s wage by 50 cents effective 1/3/08, motion Westphal/Kattre to approve as stated.  Motion carried 6:0:1 (Sossaman abstained)
Sossaman questioned the minutes as she stated that she waited for to reenter the meeting after the closed session, and she did not feel the meeting came into open session as stated.  Mayor Raatz stated that we went from one closed session subject to open and immediately back to closed session per advice of our attorney.  
Under discuss/approve convening to closed session pursuant to St. Stat. 19.85(1) (c) considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility – for discussing Deputy Clerk position acceptance, motion Kilty/Kattre to convene to closed.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Roll Call: Albrecht – yes, Horacek – yes, Kilty – yes, Morrow – yes, Sossaman – yes, Westphal – yes, and Kattre – yes
Motion Kattre/Kilty to convene to open session motion carried without negative vote.  

Fire/Governmental meeting was presented Westphal.
Minutes from February 21, 2008, were presented.  The latest drawings are posted in rotunda.  
Water and Sewer was presented by Morrow.
Minutes from February 19, 2008, were presented.  There we no comments or questions.  
Chamber of Commerce was presented by Lopez. 
Minutes from February 13, 2008, were presented.  The City and Chamber are working in a joint effort on the Christmas decorations.  
DPW Report was presented by Beil.
Clerk/Treasurer’s Report was presented by Lopez.

Treasurer’s Report it was clarified that the City purchased two furnaces, one for Ozone Plant and one for the City Garage.  
February bills in amount of $66,702.41 were presented.  Motion Westphal/Morrow to approve the bills as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Additional committee meetings on calendar were set for the month. 
Motion Horacek/Kilty to adjourn at 9:02 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Mayor Raatz

Minutes by Jennifer Lopez
