
Minutes from the March 2, 2009 Abbotsford City Council meeting held at the Abbotsford City Hall.  

Mayor Raatz called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.

Others present:  Lopez, Beil, Jon Strand – City Engineer, Chief Gosse, Kevin O’Brien – Tribune Phonograph, Jon Austin, Jim Schiferl, Wilma Sossaman, Jenny Jakel, Eric Brodhagen, and other interested members of the community. 

Under comments by the Public, Eric Brodhagen stated that he is aware that the City is on a timeline mandated by the DNR regarding finding a solution for the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Brodhagen requested having the City work on a quicker timeline, as businesses are planning their future investments in the City based upon the study.  Beil stated that the City is moving as quickly as we can with their company in mind.  Brodhagen stated that their plans are on hold until they can clearly know the costs.  Their goal is to work with the City.  The Facility Study is the vehicle that sets the rates.  It appears that the numbers will be available in early May.  At this time, Brodhagen is looking for a per pound amount for their discharge.  Mayor Raatz stated that he welcomes their expansion and will work diligently to get the numbers to them.  

Minutes from the Council held February 2, 2009 were presented.  Motion Kattre/Kilty to approve the minutes with making a correction to page 3, Sossaman stated that she abstained due to the fact that her employer may bid on the project.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
There were no Mayoral Comments.

Considerations before the Council

The Capital Campaign Update was presented by Jenny Jakel.  An updated spreadsheet was presented.  Our FEMA grant made it through the state level, and is now at the Federal level awaiting approval.  There were 22 grants from Wisconsin submitted, and there is 13 million dollars available.  

Committee Reports

Licenses and Building was presented by DPW Beil.

Minutes from February 18, 2009 were presented.  

Under discuss/approve allowing committee Chairman to revise and/or create permits, motion Morrow/Kattre to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve increasing the building permit requirements to $4,000, motion Kattre/Morrow to increase to $4,000.  Roll call:  Albrecht – yes, Kilty – yes, Voss – no, Horacek – yes, Kattre – yes, Morrow – yes, Sossaman – yes, and L. Raatz – yes.  
Motion carried 7:1.

Library Board was presented by L. Raatz.

Minutes from February 11, 2009 were presented.  It was stated that the 2008 Circulation increased 77%.  

Police Commission was presented by Voss.

Police Minutes February 9, 17, 2009 were presented.  Voss stated that the February 9th meeting was called to order and adjourned after only two minutes.  It was stated that council pay was granted for this meeting.  Kilty and Voss chose to waive their pay.  
It was stated that the next month there will be a vote.

Sossaman stated that on page 9 of the police minutes Beisner was there as a friend of the commission and she was just letting the committee know that there may be a problem with the posting.  Sossaman also commented that on page 10 the word waive was misspelled.  Sossaman handed the clerk a check in the amount of $100 and stated that she would like to donate this money to the Fire Safety Building. 
Police bills in the amount of $19,635.48 were presented.  Motion Morrow/Kilty to approve the bills.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Under discuss/approve providing services for officers to deposit funds into Health Savings Account, it was stated that the accounts will be held at Mid Wisconsin Bank.  Motion Voss/Sossaman to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.   

Finance and Personnel was presented by Voss.

Minutes from February 24, 2009 were presented.  Voss stated that the City will continue the discussion on requiring mandatory incident reporting in March.  

Public Works was presented by Horacek.

Minutes from February 26, 2009 were presented.  

Under discuss/approve cooperating with the School District in playground equipment and necessary purchases, Horacek stated the school was present at the meeting.  The City is trying to cooperate between the two entities for the best solution for the children.  Motion Sossaman/Horacek to approve cooperating with the School District.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve bid for Fifth Street construction to Steve Colby Excavating in the amount of $115,360.65, Beil stated the bids were reviewed and verified by S.E.H.  Motion Kattre/Morrow to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Under discuss/approve purchasing 20 Christmas Decorations for Highway 13 at a price of $72 each, motion Kattre/Sossaman to approve the decorations as stated. Motion carried without negative vote.  Voss questioned if the decorations would be placed near the hotels,   Beil stated that he was not planning on going that far down.  

Beil stated that he has spoke with Steve Colby regarding creating a soccer field at Shortner Park and the estimated cost of the field is $35,000.  

Water and Sewer was presented by Morrow.

Minutes from February 11, 2009 were presented.  

Under discuss Water System Project - WDNR concept approval letter, Strand stated

that the City received this letter last Thursday.  Conceptual approval is the first step in the approval process.  Strand showed diagrams of the well draw down level and showed the decline in levels up to 19 feet in the last three years.  Strand and Medenwaldt will be attending the Surface Water Treatment certification class this spring.  Strand discussed conservation program framework.  Horacek questioned the cost of piping the water from Wausau.  Strand stated that the actual operation and maintenance cost of the pipeline water will be slightly higher in the surface water cost.  Sossaman questioned if there were more than one pipe with the pipeline.  Strand stated that when he met with the DNR in Madison, they stated that if the DNR wants to stay consistent with existing policy, it may be necessary to have two pipelines, the water that we are taking and an equal amount of discharge that is returned to the original water source.  The further discussion with the DNR on this issue was downplayed and it may not be necessary to have both an influent and effluent line; at this time it is unclear.  Jakel questioned the quality of water coming from Wausau.  Strand stated it would be a good quality of water, although there would be a slight difference in the treatment process where ammonia would be added.  As water goes through the pipeline there would be an age issue.  It would take about 5 – 7 days for the water to come from Wausau to reach Abbotsford.  The surface water treatment plant was discussed and it was stated that this type of system is used now in any area where there is effluent being discharged.  This is very similar to the Mississippi River and the Ohio River.  Water reuse is being used all around us as water is a renewable resource.  The proposed treatment process is more robust and has more treatment processes than what you will find along the Mississippi River.  The City has been testing the water all along through the Pilot plant for bacteria.  This is a less expensive test and all test results are showing no bacteria in the processed water.  At this time we are also testing through the Marshfield Clinic.  The testing of the pilot water has tested negative for viruses.  At this time we do not have the results on the pharmaceutical levels.  It was questioned if by taking water out of Elm Brook, will the Brook dry up – it was stated that no, it will not, as there is still 90% discharge from the wastewater treatment plant.  Sossaman questioned if we have any intention of contacting Haupt Well Drilling.  Mayor Raatz stated that he is not interested in bringing him to a meeting; although he has requested Jon Strand to speak with Haupt.  The DNR has already stated that groundwater is not an option to solve Abbotsford’s need for the City.  At this time the City is mining the water and that water does not get replaced.  Strand will set up an appointment with Haupt.  Sossaman spoke with different people in different areas of education and she has always heard the comment that if the technology is there, there is room for human error.  Sossaman questioned what the liability to the City would be if there was a problem.  Strand stated that human error is always a concern, which is why this plant has four barriers.  If one barrier fails, there are others.  Each barrier will be monitored with real time information.  The information would be transmitted to a control system.  If a filter is putting out water that exceeds the concern standard the plant would immediately shut down.  The plant would no longer produce drinking water at that point.  There is also redundancy at the end of the process with the dual disinfection.  It is highly unlikely that something can get through all six steps.  The City has liability on all the water it produces.  Currently if our ground water picks up a contaminant, it is also a liability.  Sossaman questioned how many operators will be needed.  At this time we need one certified operator and the second can work under him.  We anticipate that with this plant we may need two certified operators.  The plant would be set up for remote operation, but the plant would need to be visited daily.  There would be an alarm system similar to the existing plants.  It was questioned what would happen in the event of a chemical spill.  It was stated that there is a 3 million gallon reserve pond which would allow for the plant to shut down so the chemical spill would exit to the stream.  

Discuss/approve Public Service Commission submittal for Construction Authorization, motion Morrow/Voss to submit the construction authorization to the Public Service Commission.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

Discuss/approve Pilot Study Report summary report submittal to WDNR; this would be the next step for obtaining DNR final approval. This would tabulate the Pilot Study results for the DNR.  Sossaman questioned if the design stage would again be voted upon.  Strand stated that by that time we would have more financing in place.  Motion Morrow/L. Raatz to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

 Abbotsford Fire Department was Mayor Raatz.
Financial Report from February 25, 2009 and Minutes from February 25, 2009 were presented.  

 Chamber of Commerce was Lopez.
Minutes from February 11, 2009 was presented.  There were no comments or questions. 
DPW Report was presented by Beil.  

Beil stated that he had some issues with the garbage pick up last week.  Beil stated he does not have plans to open the landfill until April.    

Clerk/Treasurer’s Report

Beil stated that from the Finance committee meeting he had some follow up.  Beil stated he has validated the Central WI Plumbing bill and the Lincoln Contractor bill.  It was stated there is a concern on a clothing allowance bill submitted by an employee.  The contract states that there is a $100 reimbursement per employee.  This employee had a $100 submittal in January and this second one in February.  Beil stated that the purchase was for coveralls.  Beil stated that the coveralls would remain at the plant.  This will go back to committee for Beil to further review.  

February bills in amount of $242,326.39 were presented, motion Morrow/Kattre to approve with holding the $100.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Additional committee meetings were set.  
Motion Morrow/Kilty to adjourn at 8:48 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  


