
Minutes from the February 2, 2009 City Council meeting held at the Abbotsford City Hall.
Council President Morrow called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll call:  President Morrow, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.  (Mayor Raatz absent)  
Others present:  DPW Beil, Clerk Lopez, Chief Gosse, Kevin O’Brien – Tribune Phonograph, Don & Jane Medenwaldt, Jenny Jakel, Dennis & Pattie Suttner, Jim Schiferl, and other interested members of the community.  
There were no comments by the Public.
Minutes from the Council held January 5, 2009, were presented.  Motion Kattre/Voss to waive the reading and approve the minutes.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
There were no Mayoral Comments.
Considerations before the Council

Under discuss/approve approving the bid received from Community Bank at a net interest rate of 3.42% for 10 years for TIF #5 expenditures, motion Voss/Kilty to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve having a Valet service (of volunteers) for Casino Night, motion Voss/Kilty to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Review Waste Water Treatment Plant permit changes and directions from the WI DNR, DPW Beil presented the letters the City received from the DNR regarding the violations at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  At this time there are three options for the City to review in a Facility Study.  Options given were a new City plant, a new Abbyland owned plant, or a joint plant with another municipality.  The Facility Study plan must be complete by December 2009.  The Facility plan should be complete within the next day.  There are meetings with Abbyland scheduled this week.  At this time Abbyland is not interested in building their own plant.  At this time the City is still not on a sewer moratorium.  DNR is giving the City one year to develop a plan.  The City of Abbotsford could be very fortunate with the timing of the funding with the stimulus package.  Hutman questioned how much Abbyland is looking to pay in Curtiss as they are going through the same issues in Curtiss.  Hutman stated that the tax payers are feeling strongly that they should not have to pay for the expanded utilities due to a private industry.  The city can not commit to anything until after facility study.  Beil stated the estimated cost of the plant is about 3.5 million dollars.  Sossaman stated that she would like to see Abbyland build a separate plant.  Lopez stated that the City is reviewing all details as the City has existing debt on the plant that Abbyland is supporting and loosing the revenue from Abbyland Foods would be detrimental to the user rates.  
Under discuss/approve Casino Night agreement with the Wausau Jaycees, Jenny Jakel stated that after the concept came up of a Casino night, we learned that the Wausau Jaycees offer this service.  This puts a buffer between the City and attendants.  Motion Sossaman/L. Raatz to approve agreement as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote. 
Under discuss/approve presenting grant request to Clark County Board for parks, Lopez explained the goal is to take two plans to the County board and let them determine the solution they would like to fund.  It was suggested to ask for a plan including a soccer field and a plan that included a more green space with a possible baseball diamond.  Motion Voss/L. Raatz to approve proceeding to Clark County as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/review Bezak Drive reconstruction, new sewer main, parking lot; concerning Fire/Safety Building project, Morrow stated that the sewer runs East and West under the building.  The connection will have to be changed to Bezak Drive.  Bezak will be widened to have some inlayed parking for about 5 parking spots.  Due to the sewer reconstruction Bezak Drive must also be reconstructed.  At this time the cost for this project is not allocated within the Public Works budget, therefore the costs will be added to the cost of the building.  Morrow stated that the decision needed to be made last week on Friday and it was agreed that it would be added onto the building.  Beil estimated $30, 000 – $35,000 for the road, sewer line construction is estimated to be about $40,000.   Terry stated that in order to get the specs completed in the next week, it is important to have the City engineer put this together soon.  
Capital Campaign Update was presented by Jakel.  A booklet was passed out to the council.  Friday the 13th is the Casino night.  Our goal is 200 people present.  The City found out we do not qualify for the Commerce Grant.  We do qualify for a Department of Homeland Security grant up to $1,000,000 they are at a 75/25 split.  A preliminary submission will be sent out this week.  Fundraising project has not been seriously begun at this point as we are waiting for the plans to be finalized.   Morrow stated that there will be an addendum with Marawood for the bid process to clarify the Federal wage rates and State wage rates.   
Committee Reports

Licenses and Building was presented by Beil.
Building permits were listed:
Jim & Pauline Schiferl – 411 N Fourth Street, Roof, remodel, plumbing    $15,000
Library Board was presented by L. Raatz.
The minutes from January 15, 2009 were presented.  There were no comments or questions.   Sossaman questioned if we could filter the internet sites.  Medenwaldt stated that Public Libraries are not blocked.  Sossaman felt this should be blocked on all City computers.  
Police Commission was presented by Voss.
Police Minutes January 12, 2009 (Page 21) Next meeting 6:00 p.m. on Feb 9th.  Sossaman stated that she would like the full report of the bills.  
Police bills in amount of $27,861.69, motion Sossaman/Kilty to approve the bills as stated.  
Finance and Personnel was presented by Voss.
Minutes from January 26, 2009 were presented.  Voss questioned the bill from Paul Bugar.  Beil spoke with Bugar but has not received clarification at this time.  
Fire/Governmental Center Building Center was presented by Morrow.
Minutes from January 19, 2009 were presented.  
Under discuss/approve proceeding with the bid process for the Public Safety Building; Morrow stated that we are very close to finalizing all specifications.  Sossaman stated that she felt she must abstain from the vote due to her employment with Security Overhead Doors, an affiliate of Marawood Construction.  Motion Kilty/L. Raatz to approve proceeding with the bid for the Public Safety Building.  Roll call vote:  Voss – yes, Horacek – yes, Albrecht – yes, Kilty – yes, L. Raatz – yes, Sossaman – abstention, Kattre – yes.  Motion carried 6:0:1 abstention.  
Room Tax Committee was presented by Beil.
Minutes from November 19, 2008 were presented.  
Under discuss/approve having the room tax commission act as a separate entity from the council and to contract with a tourism entity, Voss stated she would like to see this motion pass with adding that the Commission works with the Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce.  Sossaman stated that the committee would like to make the decision who to contract with.  It was confirmed that the attorney stated that the available entity that fits the State Statute is the Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce.  Motion Kattre/Voss to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve paying room tax committee members $25 per meeting excluding full-time city employees who are normally expected to attend meetings without remuneration, motion Kattre/to pay room tax committee members $25 per meeting excluding full-time city employees who are normally expected to attend meetings without remuneration.  Sossaman stated Melvin felt that $50 was excessive.  Sossaman stated that she personally does not need the meeting pay.  From the audience Jim Schiferl stated that he felt there should not be remuneration for this type of committee, and he felt that you would find several volunteers to take these positions.  Beil stated that if the members do not want the pay, they can always donate it back.  Hutman stated you have many people in this community who donate their time.  The motion died due to a lack of a second; therefore the committee will continue to receive $50 per meeting pay.  
Under discuss/approve paying full bills for snowmobile and informational signs in the amount of $742.30, motion Sossaman/Kattre to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Under discuss/approve paying 50% of the bid amount up to a maximum of $2,000 for either the baseball semi-finals or finals, motion Albrecht/Sossaman to approve as stated.  Motion carried without negative vote.  Beil encouraged all people to attend the Room tax meetings.  The goal of this committee is to work for the City of Abbotsford.  
United Communities of Clark County

Minutes from January were not received at this time.  
DPW Report was presented by Beil.
Beil has had a number of complaints from sidewalks not being shoveled.  Beil will only enforce the City Ordinance if the council requires him to.  DPW Beil stated that on January 13, 2009 the safe routes to school grant application was extended.  Beil stated that the City of Abbotsford grant application is already at Madison, therefore we cannot re-apply until the 2010 year.  We will not know the result of this grant until March.  Beil made one revision to this application to include Cedar Street as on the original application we were planning to finish Butternut.  The added footage was allowed by the DOT as a revision.  
Clerk/Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s Report was presented.  Motion Kattre/Voss to approve the January bills in amount of $213,297.34.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Horacek questioned if the FFA Alumni could hold the annual Dairy Breakfast at the City shop if a different location was not obtained.  It was stated that the shop was a good back up plan.  

Jakel explained that the grant for the Public Safety Building will need to be filed to the Department of Homeland Security next week and questioned if this needed council approval prior to submittal.  It was stated that because the council approved hiring the grant writer, no further approval for submission was necessary.  
The council was asked to review the sample Christmas decoration created by Voelker Machine Shop near Mid-Wisconsin Bank.  If the council would wish to purchase more of these, Voelker’s would have time to build them during the next few months, prior to the next Christmas season.  

Additional committee meetings were set.  
Motion Kattre/Kilty to adjourn at 8:07 p.m.  Motion carried without negative vote.  

