
Minutes from the July 7, 2008, Abbotsford City Council Meeting.
Mayor Raatz called the regular meeting to order at 7 p.m.   
Roll call:  Mayor Raatz, Voss, Horacek, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow, L. Raatz, Sossaman, and Kattre.
There were no comments by the public.
Motion Kattre/Voss, to waive the reading and approve the minutes.  Motion carried.
There were no Mayoral Comments.
Considerations before the Council
Under Discuss/approve Resolution 2008-05 – Authorizing the Combining of Wards for Tabulation Purposes, Jeni recommended combining the wards for the voting tabulation process just for the upcoming presidential election.    Motion Morrow/Kattre to combine the wards.  Motion passed.
Discuss/approve Union Contract for 2008-2009 with City Employees 
Under discuss the Union Contract, Kilty thought it was a three  year contract;  Mayor Raatz said it was initially three years, but took too long to settle.  Motion Voss/L Raatz for a two year contract.   Motion carried. Sossaman abstained, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow – no votes.  Mayor Raatz voted yes to break the tie.  Discussion as to whether four yes votes with three no votes and one abstain is legal.

Discuss/approve short-term borrowing in the amount of $750,000 General Obligation for the Water Exploration/Pilot Program to the lowest local bidder – subject to the recommendation  of  Ehler’s & Associates. 

 Borrowing will be done on or before July 11th to be refinanced on or before April 2009.
Sossaman – Is this payback then coming from the Water and Sewer department?   Beil - just water.  Sossaman – Is this increase for industrial use only or also residential?  I would like to see figures for what we will be looking at for rates. 

Morrow – entire water exploration is for industrial part.  Beil —the majority is for what we would call our industrial park but the West Well Field is strictly for our residential.  Any time we find water we want to get it into our system, so I don’t know why it won’t be part of this $750,000.  We know the West Well project runs about $300,000 with electrical components.  That portion is obviously residential and this is just interim financing.    Sossaman – biggest increase, percentage we would be looking at.  Morrow – it depends upon when we make the raises, one a year or in five years.   By law, by the Public Service Commission you have to cover all costs in the water utilities.   Sossaman -  Is there a cap on how much you can charge?  Jon—not aware of a cap on water rates; however, PSC does take a very careful look at the project to see if this rate is necessary, is this needed and may make some recommendations that this part won’t be part of the project.  We make sure our rates are consistent with the actual costs.  We would compare Abbotsford with another area where water is hard to find.  
Kilty – What do you mean by a local bank? Beil - Shawn will help us get the best rate he can from a financial institution.  Kilty – I would like this to stay local.    Sossaman – What is short term?  Mayor Raatz – one year.  Sossaman - Are rates determined for that amount of time?  Beil – We try to keep up with at least a cost of living.  Morrow/Voss motion – all ayes. 

Committee Reports
Licenses and Building (Beil)

 Beil - no action to take, but I heard of another resident building without a permit which I will look at.
Building permits:





Gary Viegut – 308 Hickory St
Roofing

$2,000




East Town Mall – 1011 E Spruce
Repair roof
$20,000




Connie Braun – 315 W Cedar St
Roofing

$5,334





Sandra Thieme – 200 Pine St
Replace windows
$9,205




Mike Daniels – 312 W Linden St
Roofing

$5,300




McDonalds – 601 S 4th St

Const of coffee cell
$35,000




Harry Fox – 207 N Second St
Ext of porch

$2,000




Robert Branstiter – 300 Larch
 Garage addition
 $9,348

I received an Email from Allen Harvey concerning our issues about untidy places, yard sales, different things we covered six weeks ago.  We will have a meeting this month to clarify and clean up all that business.

Sherry from the Corral Bar would like to request permission to have a street dance – Sept 6.  Beil told her to come to committee meeting.
Discuss/approve Operator’s License 
Renewal - Jonathan Tyznik – Pizza Hut
Renewal – Jenny Jakel – Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce
Motion Kattre/Kilty to approve, all ayes

Discuss/approve Temporary Beer License
Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce – First City Days – Aug 8, 9, & 10, 2008, for a temporary beer license that encompasses that period of time at Red Arrow Park.  Motion Voss/Kattre, all ayes
Library Board (Raatz)

Circulations have increased a lot since we are in our new building.
Police Commission (Sossaman)

Police bills in amount of $17,274.82.  Repayment is beginning on the $20,000 we granted the police department.  Colby will withhold $5,000 from their portion of the budget in July, Abbotsford will withhold $5,000 from their portion in August and that will continue.  So within the next four months the $20,000 should be paid back.  Motion Sossaman/Kilty to approve bills in amount of $17,274.82, all ayes

Fire/Governmental meeting /Joint Police Building Committee (Raatz)

Discuss/approve Colby-Abbotsford Police Department Safety Building Cooperative Agreement.  

The contract is finally settled between Colby and Abbotsford.    Motion L. Raatz/Sossaman; motion passes.
Water and Sewer (Morrow)

Morrow – There was a motion made earlier to approve the report from SEH.  That did not get in the minutes.   Mayor – there was a recommendation that night, would you like to correct the minutes.  Motion Albrecht/Voss to amend the June 26, 2008 minutes to add the approval of the report from the SEH.  Motion passes.

Motion Albrecht/Voss to approve preliminary engineering report – all ayes

Discuss/approve CMAR – Resolution 2008-06.   

Motion Morrow/Horacek; motion passed.  Mayor – I just want you to know we had the wrong resolution number that night, this is the correct one.

Discuss/approve accepting Switlick and Son’s bid in the amount of $272,817.56 and Brunner Well Drilling for $70,067.80 for the West Well field Water Project, with three contingencies:  a. Must have DNR approval, b. Must have PSC approval, c. Must secure necessary property owner land agreements.   

Motion Morrow/Kilty to approve Switlick and Son’s bid of $272,817.56, with all 3 contingencies; (A.  must have DNR approval, B.  must have PSC approval, C.  must secure necessary property owner land agreements.)  Motion passes, all ayes

Motion Morrow/Voss to approve Brunner Well Drilling for $70,067.80, with all 3 contingencies;  (A.  must have DNR approval, B.  must have PSC approval, C.  must secure necessary property owner land agreements.)  Motion passes, all ayes.

Discuss/approve entering into a negotiated agreement concerning the pro-rated amount identified by S.E.H. as part of the school proposal with the Abbotsford School District for the relocation/reconfiguration of the water mains and necessary land for the West Well Field Project. 

Motion Voss/Horacek; vote, all ayes

Discuss/approve continuing to pursue an agreement with the City and Jim Jakel concerning wells, land purchase, and water main. 

Motion Voss/Kilty motion.  Beil—Jakel’s have some concerns over location of where the well house will be located; he asked Mayor Raatz and Beil to meet with them and come up with a final agreement once they find the best place for that well house.  They have two wells that look pretty good over there and this process is being pursued.  We don’t have a final agreement with them.  Motion passed with all ayes.

Discuss/approve formal written agreement between the City and Abbyland Foods on the 60/40 split of the financial obligation for our water pilot program, well search, and associated costs.  

Morrow- This is part of that $700,000 project.  Motion Morrow/Voss; vote, all ayes.

You have the Final Preliminary Engineering Report from SEH.  Jon has this laid out with maps in a good solid copy for all constituents. Look through it and you can see comparisons of what we’ve been talking about the last 6/7 months. 

Room Tax Commission (Beil)

Beil stated some money is already being disbursed.  The Brochure we made up shows what we are about, what we are trying to do, and how this commission can assist the City of Abbotsford in tourism and growth.  Sossaman – How much revenue has been generated?  Beil -   Next revenue comes in the week of 15th.  We have collect $7,600 presently.

United Communities of Clark County

Mayor – It was a productive meeting.  We got many of our questions answered by Sheriff Rosandich.

Chamber of Commerce 

No questions 

Discuss/approve convening to closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85 (3) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, whenever competitive reasons require a closed session for the purpose of discussing the purchase of Abbotsford Elementary School Building. 

Motion Voss/Kilty, all ayes to go into closed session

Motion  Voss/Kattre, to return to open session.

Discuss/approve action, if any, from closed session.    

Motion Voss/Kilty to purchase Abbotsford Elementary School Building for $1,000 for the new Fire/Safety Building; all ayes, motion passed

Discuss/approve Union Contract for 2008-2009 with City Employees 

Motion Voss/L Raatz to approve union contract with city employees.  Kilty - I thought it was a three year contract.  Mayor Raatz - it was initially three years, but took too long to settle.  Voss – Everything is retroactive to January 1, 2008.   Motion carried. Sossaman abstained, Albrecht, Kilty, Morrow – no votes.  Mayor Raatz voted yes to break the tie.  

Finance and Personnel (Voss)

Discuss/approve wage increase/benefits for Non-Union employees.  
Voss – We were in closed session and proposed a 3% flat, retroactive to January 1, 2008, just as union employees got.  After discussing with Mayor Raatz and President Morrow, I would like to put a motion on the table for the City Clerk to get a 5% increase back to January 1, 2008, and 3% for the next two years.  The DPW would receive 3% back to January 1 and 3% for the next two years and all benefits same as before.    Motion Voss/Kilty – Discussion – Albrecht disagrees – With the way the economy is, Jeni got a 25 cents per hour plus 3% increase January 1; so why do we want to top it off with another 2%.  Voss – The raise is based on fairness and quality.  Union and non-union got 3% as of January 1, 2008.  Union workers have the unions to provide for them; non-union workers have the finance and personnel and council to stand behind them.  Their jobs are not in the 50% tile or better as the rest of the employees are, based on the wage scales from surrounding cities.   This increase still puts her below that average.  Sossaman – Was that average for certified or uncertified clerks?  I understand Jeni is not certified.  Certification helps bring wages up.  Water/sewer personnel get paid for certification.  We have control of wages and can say “no” to non-union personnel despite being forced by the union to meet their demands.   We get to the point where we need to see if we can afford it/ we have so many projects before the community.  For years we have gone with a 3% increase.  We are supposed to be looking out for the people we represent.   We’re already over budget, we have a tight budget this year; I don’t see how we can give additional wages for non-union.  Albrecht – If she wants to raise her pay scale, then she needs to start certification.  Mayor – I think that is something we can discuss with her.  Jenny Jakel – Stated the proposed increase adds $1,800 to Jeni’s salary.   With 300 homes in town, that equals $6 per year for such an increase.  If she were to leave, we’re at the mercy of the best applicant that walks through the door.  Kilty – Abbyland creates a lot of paperwork.  Voss - Position drives any wage and we’re not caught up.  Sossaman – If we don’t have to give the raise, it shouldn’t be done.  Vote on Voss/Kilty Motion -- Sossaman – no – rest ayes, motion passes.

DPW Report (Beil)
Linden Street is open now; the project is moving on.   The city accepts requests for building permits from residents in good faith; some people don’t think that applies to them.  Beil appreciates council members telling him when he needs to follow up when residents doing improvements without applying for a building permit.
Clerk/Treasurer’s Report
No questions -  Motion made by Kattre/Morrow to pay the June bills in amount of $169,377.97.  Vote – Sossaman opposed, motion passes
Set additional committee meetings on calendar 
   
Room Tax Commission Committee – July 21, 6 p.m.


Public Works – July 21  - 7 p.m.



Fire/Govt – should know by July 23/24 if it’s going to need a meeting


Personnel/Finance – July 24, 7 p.m.



License/Bldg – July 28, 7 p.m.



Open Book, July 14,  11 a.m.-1 p.m.


Bd of Review – July 29, 5-7 p.m.
Signing of the Marawood Contract for the Public Safety Building construction.  

The Mayor will sign the contract tonight.

Discuss/approve Mayoral appointment for the Board of Appeals.  

Mayor Raatz appointed Ken Christensen, Jim Jakel, Duane Olson, Jim Schiferl or Don Medenwaldt and Jim Weix. 

Kattre/Morrow – all ayes.

Motion Kattre/Voss; passed, adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

P.S. – IT TOOK JUDY AND CONNIE LONGER TO DECIPHER THEIR COMBINED NOTE-TAKING INTO THIS RENDITION THAN IT DID TO HOLD THE ENTIRE COUNCIL MEETING.  GO FIGURE!!!!!!!  BUT IT WAS A FUN, LEARNING EXPERIENCE!

Then it took Judy another 4 hours to get it into form.

Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting or hearing should be made to Clerk’s Office at (715) 223-3444 with as much advance notice as possible.

