Minutes from the Water and Sewer meeting held Tuesday, June 30, 2009 at the Abbotsford City Hall.

Chairman Morrow called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Roll Call:  Morrow, LaSee, Horacek, Voss, Mayor Sossaman
Others Present: DPW Beil, Kevin TP Printing, Michael Raatz, Don Spearbecker from Abbyland Foods
Discuss/approve CMAR Resolution; Beil explained that it’s an annual report for the DNR that describes the state of the sewage treatment plant including finances and other activities. This is done each year at the same time. Motion Horacek/Voss to approve the CMAR resolution for 2008.  Motion carried without negative vote.
Under update on meeting with Abbyland Foods regarding water and sewer needs, Jon explained that they had a meeting with Abbyland about conservation, replacing fixtures, and ways to help conserve water. A cooling tower was brought up at the meeting, which could take up to 100,000 gallons/day but during the winter could be down to zero gallons/day. LaSee asked Spearbecker what Abbyland plans on doing next.  Spearbecker explained that they hired Samuels Group (out of Wausau) which is taking charge of getting bids to help find an idea that will help everyone.  They don’t know if building their own plant is the best answer.  This company (Samuels Group) will allow all possible bidders to come into the Plant on July 6, 2009 for one walk through.  After that walk through they have the option of bidding out an idea, whether it is a new way to conserve water, build their own plant, work with the City and the reuse plant or find a completely new idea.  Spearbecker also explained that Abbyland understands the best idea won’t necessarily be the cheapest.
Under update on pilot study results, Jon Strand showed a power point presentation (enclosed).  The raw water quality was discussed.  The chlorides and Nitrates are still somewhat high in the raw water which would need to be treated.  Alkalinity isn’t regulated; however, it’s better for the values to be low to reduce build up especially in industries.  The DNR would like to see the turbidity values below 0.3 NTU even after the first filtration.  Virus testing results had 3 different sample dates.  When they ran the test for the viruses they purposely try to make the viruses grow in a culture. It’s expected that when you test the raw water that viruses may be present.  The first test on 12-10-08 showed no signs of viruses after treatment.  The second test on 5-12-09 showed presence of a virus but it was already inactive (not living).  The third test on 6-10-09 showed there were no signs of viruses; however, it will take 4 to 6 weeks to receive the results for Enterovirus test.  Voss asked Jon if the pilot plant was ready to be shut down.  Jon explained that the DNR has the authority to do that and at this time they are not ready to completely stop the plant.  
Under discuss water system design concept options, Jon Strand showed a power point illustrating the new pilot treatment process (enclosed).  The new concept would involve mixing the ground water with the water in the new East Water Tower for the entire community.  There would be a few benefits to this plan, one being that it would save money on separately piping water to the industrial park.  The other benefit would be the towers would act in concert with each other that would allow for greater fire protection.  The PSC agrees with this new concept and feels that blending the water is a good idea.  Jon opened the floor for discussion.  Voss stated that she is in favor of this new concept because it would allow us to act as one community and not express that some water is better than other by segregating the distribution of the industrial park and the residents.  LaSee mentioned that there are many companies that use similar filtration systems that our process will use.  He has worked with many companies comparable to Abbyland, and they use the surface water process.  Farmer John’s, a meat packaging company in California, uses conventional water treatment which is not as good as the treatment process the City would use.  He found over 20 meat plants around the U.S. that use the conventional surface water treatment plants.  Sossaman expressed that the City needs to know financial costs on the project so we can have public meetings in the near future.  Previous Mayor Michael Raatz asked if the DNR has expressed to the City that we are not meeting their standards.  Raatz thought the letters from the DNR were clear expressing that the City is meeting their expectations.  Jon explained that the City is meeting their expectations; however, they did have questions about our pharmaceuticals.  The pharmaceuticals that are being tested are measuring in the single digits in value of NanoGrams.  The only regulation guidelines available are the Australian guidelines, and the City is testing much lower than their standards require.   Raatz explained that the DNR would not let the City drink or use the water in any way if it didn’t meet the standards of potable drinking water.  Jon explained that the DNR only has one standard of safe drinking water.  Raatz believes the City has proven the quality of the water with the Pilot program, the DNR agrees blending the water is our best option.  Now we need to show and prove to the tax payers that we should fund this project.  He does agree that the financial part will be a concern and we should start to get that information out.  Spearbecker expressed Abbyland’s newest concern is public perception.  They fear that their distributers and customers, such as ConAgra and Kraft, may not perceive a reuse plant very well.  They understand that the water quality will be a better quality than what we currently have; however, they are worried about loss of business.  Jon Strand asked Spearbecker if they had any ideas to help with changing the public’s perceptions.  Spearbecker stated that Abbyland hired Samuels Group to hopefully come up with an idea to help in this situation.  He also voiced that Abbyland feels the City has not exhausted all options and drilling more wells is what the City’s needs to do.  Strand asked Beil if he knew of any possibilities in searching for wells.  Beil confirmed that we have searched in all possible areas and he doesn’t feel there is water to be found or the City would have discovered it by now.  Spearbecker asked if the City called Dorchester to drill wells.  He has spoken to the City Council and Dorchester commented that they have never been approached to drill wells.  Spearbecker asked why the City of Abbotsford wasn’t there first instead of the new farm that will pump 200,000 gallons/day.  Strand explained that they ran test on those wells.  They dropped over 150 feet after the test and it took 7 days to replenish which they never fully refilled.  Spearbecker asked if there is a step that would bring minerals back into the water.  Strand explained that there is a step in the conditioning process to help put some of those minerals lost back into the water.  Spearbecker asked what the cost difference per year to operate would be.  Jon explained $300,000 currently for Operating and Maintenance and the cost for the new reuse plant would be $500,000.  The plan is to have two waste water operators.  Morrow explained that he has lived here his entire life and the City has always been searching for more water and drilling wells.  The city has drilled over 200 wells and still hasn’t found enough water.  Spearbecker explained he thinks we haven’t looked hard enough.  He feels a pipeline is a better and more sustainable way to get the water.  He also feels that Abbyland can get back to the 150, 000 gallons/day instead of the 250, 000 to 350,000 gallons/day that they are currently using.  Kevin asked why Abbyland has changed their way of thinking within the past month.  Last month David Wiebe was here stating that drilling more water was the definition of insanity and now a new representative is stating that drilling wells is what Abbyland would like to see the City continue to do.  
Under discuss/approve proceeding with 1 million gallons per day surface water treatment plant; Sossaman stated that Ken Schmiege emailed her after seeing the agenda for the Water and Sewer meeting.  He felt it was premature to have a discuss/approve proceeding with a 1 million gallons per day surface water treatment plant because it might impact future negotiation.  Morrow disagreed and felt if the City doesn’t say something to Virginia from rural development than we will lose the grant money the City has already applied for.  The deadline to secure the money is due by the first week in July.  Mayor Sossaman thinks the wording needs to be changed in order to make a motion.  Voss explained that recommending this to the Council means the paperwork is in order.   If we don’t recommend we could lose the money.  Motion LaSee/Voss to recommend the concept of a 1 million gallon per day surface water treatment plant to the City Council on July 6th.  Motion carried without negative vote.  
Motion Morrow/ Voss to adjourn at 9:45 p.m. Motion carried without negative vote.
